
 

Volume 18 | Issue 4 November 2016 Unitarian Universalist Congregational Society of Westborough 

uucsw.org 

 

Worship Schedule For December  |  Sundays 10:30 AM 

 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 4, 2016 

Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

How the Light Gets In 

“There is a crack in everything. That is how the light gets 
in.”  These lines from Leonard Cohen’s song Anthem are 
the inspiration for this service.  What can these words 
mean to Unitarian Universalists during this season of 
hope, love, joy, and peace? 

Sanctuary Start for RE 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 11, 2016 

Rev. Bev Waring & Jenna Kyes, DRE 

Family Christmas Service 

Bring the whole family and join us for this service full of 
meaning and miracles.  Featuring The Polar Express, this 
holiday multigenerational service will explore the idea 
that the magic of Christmas is not seen, or heard.  
Instead it is felt. 

Sanctuary Start, Multigenerational Service 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 18, 2015 

Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Reclaiming Salvation 

In the Christian tradition, Christmas is celebrated as the 
birth of the savior of the world.  The hope of the believer 
is salvation.  Come Sunday and discover how John 
Dietrich, father of American Humanism, viewed salvation 
and what that can mean for Unitarian Universalists 
especially now as the United States enters one of the 
most contentious and controversial times in modern 
history. 

Children’s Worship Circle Start for RE 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 24, 2016 

Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Christmas Eve Service – 5:30 PM 

Join us for this family friendly celebration of the season!  
Carols will be sung.  Stories will be told.  Candles will be 
lit.  If you love the traditions of the Christmas season, this 
is a service not to be missed. 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 25, 2016 

Facilitated by Rev. Bev Waring 

Christmas Day, Family Traditions 

Join us for a family service in the Chapel with stories, 
readings and a time of sharing for the whole family.  All 
are invited to bring a short reading, poem, or memory 
that recalls or describes a beloved holiday tradition.  This 
informal service is intended for people of all ages and 
backgrounds (i.e. the beloved holiday memory/story 
could be about Hanukkah) 

SUNDAY JANUARY 1, 2017 

Facilitated by Rev. Bev Waring 

New Year’s Day 

The planning for this Sunday is still in process but our 
doors will be open and a gathering will take place in the 
Chapel at 10:30 am on New Year’s Day. 
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Briefly with Bev 
I really dislike that this is the column I felt moved to write 
but by November 11th the Southern Poverty Law 
Center* had reported to them over 200 verified incidents 
of hateful harassment and intimidation since election 
day.  A week later that had increased to over 700 reports.  
These incidents ranged from “A teacher caught on tape 
telling students Trump should deport their parents,” to 
“My 12 year old African American daughter was told by a 
boy that, ‘now that Trump is president, I'm going to 
shoot you and all the blacks I can find’.  In Washington 
State, a teacher reported that "Build a wall" was chanted 
in our cafeteria on Wednesday.  And the same teacher 
reported that "If you aren't born here, pack your bags" 
was shouted in that teacher’s classroom. 

These reports have come from almost every state . . . 
including Massachusetts.  I heard the other day from a 
teacher in the Westborough Public School system that 
scores of children are exhibiting signs of anxiety and fear 
including an inability to sleep and separation anxiety 
when leaving their parents to attend school.  We cannot 
shelter our children from the hatred that has been 
unleashed.  We can, however, give them the tools to 
cope and to continue living the values that you and this 
congregation has been and will continue to teach them.   

The question I have heard most during the past two 
weeks is, “What do I tell my children?”  I think President 
Obama answered this well when he said, “What I say to 
them is that people are complicated.  Societies and 
cultures are really complicated. ... This is not 
mathematics; this is biology and chemistry.  These are 
living organisms and it's messy. And your job as a decent 
human being is to constantly affirm and lift up and fight 
for treating people with kindness and respect and 
understanding.” 

Together we can get through this troubling time.  
Inspired by our Unitarian Universalist principles and 
guided by our history of fighting injustice wherever we 
see it, we can be the positive influencers of change our 
country so desperately needs. 

Love and Peace,  

Rev. Bev Waring 

* The Southern Poverty Law Center (SLPC) is dedicated to 
fighting hate and bigotry and to seeking justice for the 
most vulnerable members of our society. Using litigation, 
education, and other forms of advocacy, the SPLC works 
toward the day when the ideals of equal justice and 
equal opportunity will be a reality.  For more information 
see www.splcenter.org 

 

  

www.splcenter.org
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Not Your Grandmother’s Safety Pins 
By Rev. Bev  

Have you noticed anyone wearing a safety pin in a visible 

location on their clothing?  Have you wondered what this 

means?  Modeled after a movement in the United Kingdom 

after Brexit (the vote for the UK to leave the European Union) 

people have begun wearing safety pins as a statement of 

solidarity for marginalized and vulnerable people.  According 

the woman who conceived of the idea, “For those wearing the 

pin, it would be a constant reminder of the promise they’ve 

made not to stand idly by while racism happens to someone 

else.” 

The movement never really took hold in the UK but it is gaining momentum here.  It is however, not without its 

critics.  Some fear it is simply a way for “white people to make themselves feel better without actually doing the work 

of dismantling the systems of oppression that marginalized people face.”  There has been criticism that “people who 

couldn’t bring themselves to wear a Black Lives Matter shirt or button were all too excited to wear a safety pin. 

On the other hand, many people encouraging those wearing safety pins to more direct activism.  This involves 

learning what it means to actively intervene when witnessing harassment or discrimination.  There have been a 

number of articles published with ideas for how to make the safety pin really stand for something.* 

We will be talking about this some more at worship on Sunday November 27th and in the Sanctuary at least one 

Sunday in December.  I will have safety pins available to those who would like one as well as some printed 

information about how to intervene.  It may feel like a small gesture to some but let us not forget the words of 

Margaret Mead, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's 

the only thing that ever has.” 

 http://www.alternet.org/comics/alternet-comics-marie-shirine-yener-what-do-if-you-witness-islamophobic-

harassment is a good place to start. 

 

Save the Trees, Use One Please . . . 
Since it's the beginning of cold season, I hope everyone is washing their hands more often!  But what about all the 

paper towels?!  There are signs in our church bathrooms saying "Save the trees.  Use one please."  Well, guess what?  

There's been a TedTalk about that!  Here is a link to a short (4 minute) video clip about saving paper towels when 

drying your hands. http://www.ted.com/talks/joe_smith_how_to_use_a_paper_towel 

 

If you don't want to watch it, here's the gist of the message.  Shake your hands well, use one paper towel, but fold it 

in half first.  He says a big words, but don't worry about the interstitial suspension.  I've been doing this for about a 

year now.  It really works. -Erin Gold 

http://www.ted.com/talks/joe_smith_how_to_use_a_paper_towel
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Children and Youth Religious Education Program 
Sunday Morning Programming for 
December: 
December 4th - This is a Sanctuary Start.  
Preschool thu Second Grade:  Buster Boo Moves.   
Third and Fourth Grade:  Create Magic, Change the 
World.  
Fifth and Sixth Grade:  Transfigurations.   
COA:  The Call for Empathy.  
 
December 11th - This is a Sanctuary Start.  
Multigenerational Service.  
 
December 18th - This is a Children’s Worship Circle 
Start.  
Grades Pre-K through 8:  Holiday Parties.  
 

December 25th - This is a Sanctuary Start.   

Multigenerational Service  

2016 Giving Tree:   
Once again, the COA class is 
leading our congregation in the 
participation of the Giving Tree 
program.  
What is it? This program 
provides holiday gifts for 
children and teens in need.  
How do I participate? The tags can be found on the 
tree in the chapel. Each tag contains information for 
a specific gift for a child or teen. Those wishing to 
participate can choose a tag, fill out the sign-up 
portion, purchase the gift, wrap it, and return the 
gift to UUCSW on December 11th by 10:30am.  
COA youth will be in charge of the tags and offering 
assistance during coffee hour. Note: It is very 
important to fill out the sign-up portion of the tag 
so that we may keep track of gift donations. Thank 
you for your participation. 
 

Thank you for the following teaching teams 
for their dedication: 

Preschool through Second Grade – 
Ann Maloney, Theresa Cerrone, Ed 
Walsh, Jess Vigliotti, Abbey 
O’Brien Weiss, Devon Rutter, Nick 
Kalen, Lola King-Martellock, Beth 
Singer 

Third and Fourth Grade – Maria Wharton, Ben Gold, Andy 
Bartlett, Kristina Medinger, Catherine Nourse, Tim Nourse 

Fifth and Sixth Grade – Tracy Spadafora, Phyllis Samara, 
Pamela Bridges, Melissa Meehan, Matt Meehan, Lisa Martin 

Seventh and Eighth Grade – Mark Kalen, Michelle Hirsch, Diana 
Beck, Carter Pratt, Chris Sassetti, Tina Runyan, Maria Ahmed 

Youth Group – Janet Purney-Balabanis, Jen Tolman  

 

Youth Group News 

December 2016 

 

The Youth Group will meet at noon on December 
11th.  
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Winter Clothing Drive 
 The Religious Education students will be holding a Winter Clothing Drive 

throughout the month of December.  They will be collecting winter coats, 

snow pants, hats, mittens, gloves, scarves and snow boots in boxes around 

the church.  The items will be donated at the beginning of January. 

 

Social Justice 
Here are the Social Justice issues we’re working on at UUCSW. 

That headline makes it sound like the people listed here are the only ones doing Social Justice Work.  That is 

OBVIOUSLY not true – we know many members of the Congregation are involved in a vast number of ways.   

We would love to get your efforts recognized, and hopefully find others who would like to rally around your cause.  

Maybe you’re happy working by yourself, or with others outside the church. – but maybe you can find like-minded 

people among us. 

Here are some of the things we’re interested in: 

1. Criminal Justice – prison reform, visiting a man incarcerated at MCI Norfolk  - Jerry Breecher  

Jerry@Breecher.com 

2. OWL program – Currently running Adult OWL with Westborough and Marlborough/Hudson –  

              signups are still welcome for this. – Amy Martellock  amy@rexden.us 

3. Environmental issues – there are many items of interest under this umbrella – John Metzger  

jkmetzger2@gmail.com and Marge Fisher   mfisher2898@gmail.com 

4. White Privilege, Racial and Economic Inequality.  We’re forming a book group kicking off in January- Sylvia 

Sirignano   ssirignano@msn.com and Linda Cavallero  linda.cavallero.phd@gmail.com 

5. We’re planning a lay-led services with interests in all these area – Kathie Metzger      

kmetzger200@gmail.com 

6. Habitat for Humanity – March or April in Northborough - Ed Walsh   walshnboro@gmail.com 

  

mailto:Jerry@Breecher.com
mailto:amy@rexden.us
mailto:jkmetzger2@gmail.com
mailto:mfisher2898@gmail.com
mailto:ssirignano@msn.com
mailto:linda.cavallero.phd@gmail.com
mailto:kmetzger200@gmail.com
mailto:walshnboro@gmail.com
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How about a win for you and UUCSW before 12/31/16! 
 

The UUCSW's 21st Century (and beyond) Endowment Fund generates investment income of approximately $5,600 

annually or over 3% toward our annual budget. The Endowment Committee is hopeful that continuing growth of the 

endowment will leave a legacy for the future support of our congregation.  

Please consider making a tax deductible donation to our endowment fund before the end of 2016. All you have to do 

is write a check to the church and note that that your gift is for our endowment. Annually, the Endowment 

Committee updates the congregation about the fund at the June Annual Meeting. 

If you are interested in donating stock, in setting up a charitable annuity or in supporting our endowment in other 

ways, or just want more information, please contact any member of the Endowment Committee: John Metzger 

Kathie Metzger or Ken Young. 

New Scrip Fundraising Program 
 
We are very excited to roll out a new fundraising program for UUCSW called ShopWithScrip. Scrip is 
fundraising while you shop. Gift cards purchased through Scrip earn a rebate percentage for the church and 
rebates vary depending on the retailer. There are over 300 retailers participating in Scrip, so you'll want to 
check them all out! 

All Scrip orders are placed online via the shopwithscrip.com website. Both physical gift cards and electronic 
gift cards (eCards) may be purchased. In addition, many vendors support reloading of physical gift cards. To 
get started, you need to create a ShopWithScrip account. Click here for instructions.  

To pay for orders, you’ll need to set up PrestoPay, a secure online payment service linked to your checking 
account. To set up PrestoPay, navigate to the Dashboard and click the “PrestoPay” link under Family 
Functions. Follow the instructions to set up you PrestoPay account. You’ll need your checking account 
number and bank routing number, which can be found at the bottom of your bank checks.  

We will have instructions printed out for you to pick up at coffee hour. If you have questions, email Lisa 
Shumway, our program coordinator, at UUCSWscrip@gmail.com. We hope you think of UUCSW's Scrip 
Fundraising program as you get started with your holiday shopping. Thank you! 

  

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/N2Upload/promo_tools/sws_flyers/getting_started_sws.pdf
mailto:UUCSWscrip@gmail.com?subject=Scrip%20program
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Membership Committee Notes 
Greeter/Ushers for December: 

The Greeter/Usher board changes during the course of a month as often people make changes to their assigned 

dates as the month progresses. Rather than post in the Vista- Please watch the weekly updates for the most current 

information. Please watch for your name’s posting!  

If you cannot support your date and no one can switch with you; please contact Melissa Meehan to coordinate 

options for the month of December.  Contact info: melcmeehan@gmail.com , or at church on Sunday. 

The Membership Engagement Team will meet on Thursday, December 8th at 7:15 PM.  

 UU’s AT LUNCH - Wednesday, December 14th 

We haven’t been to the South Street Diner in quite some time, so let’s end the year at this old favorite at 11:30 on 

Wednesday, December 14. All are welcome, and we hope many will join us for our holiday season gathering.  

If you plan to meet with us, please let Mary Tribe (508-329-1646 or email:  marytribe5@gmail.com) knowSunday, 

December 11, so we can let the restaurant know of our plans. Hope to see you there. 

UU Book Group – Friday, December 9th 
 The Secret Chord by Geraldine Brooks 

Please join us. The group is open to all. We usually meet in members’ homes and enjoy small 

groups of seven to ten people. We enjoy some light refreshments, lively discussion, and wonderful 

company. You are welcome to attend. If you are planning to attend for the first time, please email: 

Judithteacake@gmail.com 

 

Sponsor an Organ Pipe 
The ORGAN PIPES fundraiser continues for the maintenance of our 1895 Ryder pipe organ. 

Consider a year-end tax deductible gift.   If you can help a little, make your check payable to 

UUCSW with a notation “Organ Fund” and drop in the collection plate or mail it in to PO Box 644. 

The Music Committee thanks you. 

  

mailto:Judithteacake@gmail.com
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From the Board 
We are pleased to announce that Kathie Metzger, Melissa Meehan, and David King have agreed to serve on the 

Nominating Committee for the remainder of the church year. Per our Constitution, Nominating Committee members 

are elected at the Annual Meeting. The Board is making appointments to the Nominating Committee at this time to 

fill vacancies that have arisen. Duties of the committee include the recruitment of members and friends for 

placement as Trustees, Officers, and Chairs of committees. The Nominating Committee prepares and submits to the 

Annual Meeting a list of nominations for Trustees, Officers, and Nominating and Finance Committee members for 

election by the congregation. 

Janet Purney Balabanis Receives Indge Award 
The Indge award was established in 2005 to honor the dedication, hard work, and support of David and John Indge 

and their families to the church. It has been awarded to nine people before today when it was given to Janet Purney 

Balabanis.   

Janet was recognized for her leadership and service on numerous committees including membership and hospitality. 

In addition, she has taken on key roles in organizing and staffing yard sales, auctions and the Youth Group. She has 

played a major leadership role in the preparation, travel, and work during a number of Youth Group summer work 

trips including the teens' New Jersey trip this past summer.  

She is a natural leader who is very detail oriented and organized. She is one of those people who thinks proactively 

about what might go wrong. Her special gift is that she is a very caring person who always puts others ahead of 

herself. She is very effective because she really cares, and has high standards. She is a wonderful role model! 

Congratulations Janet! 
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Calendar of Events – December 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 28 29 30 1 2 3 
       

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
10:30 AM – Sunday 
Service 
Noon – Social Justice 

   7:15 PM – 
Membership 
Committee 

7 PM – Book 
Group 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
10:30 AM – Sunday 
Service 
Noon – Youth Group 

 

  11:30 AM – UU’s 
at Lunch 

 

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
10:30 AM – Sunday 
Service 

    

 

5:30 PM –  
Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
10:30 AM – Sunday 
Service  

    

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
10:30 AM – Sunday 
Service 
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THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY OF 

WESTBOROUGH 

P.O. Box 544 

64 W. Main Street 

Westborough, MA 01581 

 

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONAL 
SOCIETY OF WESTBOROUGH 
Telephone: 508-366-2635 
Email: uucswestboro@verizon.net 
Web Site: uucsw.org 
Minister................................The Reverend Beverly Waring 
Minister Emerita .......................The Reverend Cindy Frado 
DRE …………….......................................................Jenna Kyes 
Office Assistant ................................................Tracy Loban 
Music Director..................................................Abby Gower 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Sharon Barrett (co-chair)..sharonkeyesbarrett@gmail.com 
Meredith O’Brien Weiss (co-chair)...obriweis@yahoo.com 
John Metzger ………………................jkmetzger2@gmail.com 
Lisa Shumway ..................................... lss0907@gmail.com 
Diana Beck.....................................sandbeck4@verizon.net 
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 
Treasurer...............................................................Jim Slack 
Collector ............................................................Susie Wells 
Clerk..................................................................Carter Pratt 
Moderator ..................................................Michelle Hirsch 
Historian.............................................................Stacy Spies 
Membership Engagement.……………………..Melissa Meehan 
Vista…………………………………………………....Andy Koenigsberg 

THIRD SUNDAY DUE DATES 

FOR VISTA NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
 

Announcements, suggestions, or questions? 
 

The VISTA is published monthly and submissions are 
welcome. Please email submissions to: 

uucswestboro@verizon.net.  
Please put “VISTA” in the subject line. 

 

December Vista articles due by  

Sunday, December 18th. 
 

For updates visit 
uucsw.org 

 

 


