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 SUNDAY FEBRUARY 5, 2017
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Being and Becoming 

A colleague of mine says that after finding Unitarian 
Universalism as an adult he told his home congregation 
that what made him love them and Unitarian 
Universalism was that “they accepted me for who I was, 
but also loved me into becoming a better and fuller 
person.”  What does it mean to be with someone “as 
they are” as well as through the process of “finding one’s 
best self?”  Can congregations as a whole feel good 
about who they are while still aspiring to become 
something different?  Come Sunday and explore these 
questions.  

Sanctuary Start for RE 

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2017 
Rev. Bev Waring and Jenna Kyes, Director of Religious 
Education, preaching 

Standing on the Side of Love 

Whether you are standing on the side of love with our 
planet, or against discrimination, or in pursuit of justice, 
everyone of any age or ability can make a difference.  
Join us for this interactive service while we explore the 
different ways all generations can stand on the side of 
love.  This service will also include a song by a combined 
intergenerational choir.  Even if you have never sung 
with the adult or youth choir before, this is a great 
opportunity to give it a try! 

Sanctuary Start for RE 

  

 SUNDAY FEBRUARY 19, 2017
Noreen Johnson Smith speaking 

Program Sunday – Refugee Health Program 

For a number of years, Worcester has been one of the 
state's top destinations for refugees. Most come from 
the near east, south Asia, and Africa. In general, they 
have experienced trauma and loss. Before being allowed 
to enter the U.S., they are screened extensively. On 
February 19th, Noreen Johnson Smith, from Family 
Health Center in Worcester will speak about the diverse 
people served by their Refugee Health Program. Most 
need help with basic needs as they regain their health, 
and learn how to live in this country. 

Sanctuary Start for RE 

 SUNDAY FEBRUARY 26, 2017
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

A Faith Worth Supporting 

What is there about this faith tradition that makes it 
important to you that congregations like UUCSW exist?  
Why do you come to this particular Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation?  This Sunday is a great time to consider 
those questions and then answer them with your 
completed pledge card.  Prior to this service you will 
receive stewardship information and will have 
opportunities to ask questions and answer in your heart 
if this is indeed a faith worth supporting. 

Sanctuary Start for RE 
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Briefly with Bev 
I was one of over one million marchers in Washington DC 
last Saturday.  I am aware that personally I did not make 
a difference, but my presence did.  As a part of a whole 
so much larger than the sum of each individual present, 
we were a force to be reckoned with.  We were peaceful, 
we were kind, we were committed, and we were loud.  
We were all ages, all colors, all religions, and all genders.  
I met people from as far away as Texas and California.  I 
believe that every state was represented (although 
Hawaii may be a stretch).   

The day before this march, our country began a new era; 
an era begun with words of division rather than 
unification.  An era that promises to be marked by a 
swinging pendulum that feels to many like giant steps 
backwards regarding rights and opportunities.  Prior to 
the march, I wrote: 

FOR ALL WHO WILL BE MARCHING/WITNESSING ON JAN. 
21, 2017 

 May you remain safe – both emotionally and 
physically. 

 May respect, humility and compassion be your guide. 
 May you be gentle with yourself and others in 

thought and action. 
 May your voice be heard. 
 May your presence be felt. 
 May your heart be known. 
 May you be blessed as you take a message of love 

and peace into the world. 

I believe that all our voices need to be heard.  I believe 
that the presence of every single one us needs to be felt.  
I believe that each and every one of our hearts needs to 
be known.  

My experience at the march in Washington gave me 
hope and courage and strength for the journey ahead.  
Seeing women in their eighties with signs saying, “We did 
this before, why are we here again?” brought tears to my 
eyes.  Seeing young teenage girls carrying signs that said, 
“I will be old enough to vote in 2020” brought a smile to 
my lips.   

What I (re)learned in Washington is that it will take all of 
us to bring about change.  All of us together.  And we can 
do it.  We can do it by building relationships rather than 
walls.  We can do it by spreading peace and love rather 
than fear and hate.  The march in Washington and 
Boston and New York City and ____ (fill in your favorite 
city that hosted a march) was a great beginning.  There is 
obviously much work to be done.  As we consider how to 
do that work together let us do so remembering the 
Chinese proverb, "To get through the hardest journey we 
need take only one step at a time, but we must keep on 
stepping.” 

Love and Peace,  

Rev. Bev Waring 
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 Children and Youth Religious Education Program
Sunday Morning Programming for January: 
 
February 5th- Today is a Sanctuary Start.  

 Preschool through Second Grade: Promises- Blue, 
Indigo & Violet lesson.  

 Third and Fourth Grade: Speak Out (part 2).  

 Fifth and Sixth Grade: Arithmancy.   

 Seventh and Eighth Grade: The Call for Cooperation 
(part 2).   

 
February 12th- Today is a Multigenerational Service. 
 
February 19th- Today is a Sanctuary Start.  

 Preschool through Second Grade: Sources General 
Lesson.  

 Third and Fourth Grade: Get Involved.   

 Fifth and Sixth Grade: Defense Against the Dark Arts.   

 Seventh and Eighth Grade: The Call for Peace (part 
1). 

 
February 26th- Today is a Sanctuary Start.  

 Preschool through Second Grade: The Tiger and the 
Lame Fox (Sufi).  

 Third and Fourth Grade: Make Peace. 

 Fifth and Sixth Grade: Triple Potions. 

 Seventh and Eighth Grade: The Call for Peace (part 
2).   

Thank you for the following teaching teams 
for their dedication: 

Preschool through Second Grade – Ann Maloney, 
Theresa Cerrone, Ed Walsh, Jess Vigliotti, Abbey O’Brien 
Weiss, Devon Rutter, Nick Kalen, Lola King-Martellock, 
Beth Singer 

Third and Fourth Grade – Maria Wharton, Ben Gold, 
Andy Bartlett, Kristina Medinger, Catherine Nourse, Tim 
Nourse 

Fifth and Sixth Grade – Tracy Spadafora, Phyllis Samara, 
Pamela Bridges, Melissa Meehan, Matt Meehan, Lisa 
Martin 

Seventh and Eighth Grade – Mark Kalen, Michelle Hirsch, 
Diana Beck, Carter Pratt, Chris Sassetti, Tina Runyan, 
Maria Ahmed 

Youth Group – Janet Purney-Balabanis, Jen Tolman 
 

Youth Group News February 2017 

The Youth Group will meet at noon on February 5th and 
February 26th. Pizza will be served.    
 

Coming of Age Program News 

Our Coming of Age program will begin this month!  Our 
first workshop will take place on February 12th from 5:30-
8pm.  All 8th grade students are welcome to attend!   
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February is Canvass Month 
As our annual canvass begins, we’d like you to pause and think about our UU congregation, our community, and the 

world.  We come from different places, families, and backgrounds but together form a community, a congregation 

that takes as guidelines our seven UU principles.    

For many, this is a troubling time of uncertainty and discord.  While all of our UU principles are important, it seems 

that the first two are particularly relevant as guidance for how we want to act and want others to act.  Our first 

principle affirms the inherent worth and dignity of all people and our second affirms justice, equity, and compassion 

in human relations.  This is what we want from each other, what we teach our children, and what we urge and hope 

for all others in our community and the world.  

Our congregation traces its roots back to the founding of Westborough 300 years ago in 1717 and has persisted 

through all those years to become what it is today.  As we think the coming years, we need to remember that it takes 

the support of every member and friend of this congregation to insure our ability to continue to grow and thrive.  

With Sunday services on topics ranging from exploring our UU principles to celebrating the accomplishments of our 

youth and reflecting on the many strains of belief and action that influence UUs today, with new leadership in 

religious education and in our music program, with a thriving youth group, revitalized interest in social action and 

many ideas for community building and new activities bubbling up throughout the congregation, our future looks 

exciting.  

We are an independent, self-governing congregation and receive no outside support so must raise all funds we need 

to operate each and every year.  And nearly 2/3 of our income must come from pledges of support by our members 

and friends. These are you plus all the people you see teaching our children, participating in services or talking over 

coffee on Sundays, and the people you see at UUs at lunch, on Movie nights, at Circle Suppers or the UU book group 

or in various committee meetings and social events.  We support each other and the congregation that serves us. 

You will be receiving more information about our 2017/ 2018 pledge drive during February.  Please take time to 

consider what the Unitarian-Universalist Congregational Society of Westborough means to you and the people and 

community it serves, then make a thoughtful pledge that will help us thrive and grow in the coming years. We need 

support from each and every one of us. 

Thank you. 

The Canvass Committee 2017-2018 

Jim Slack, Sharon Barrett, John Metzger 
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Snow Cancellation Information 
If the weather is inclement and you’re wondering if services are cancelled 
please check the following places: 

ONLINE: Website: www.uucsw.org, Facebook (Unitarian Universalist 
Westborough); 

WHDH storm center school closings, WBZ storm center school closings,  

TV: WBZ, WHDH  

RADIO: WBZ 1030 AM 

PHONE: The outgoing message on the church phone will be changed to 
reflect closing. 

NOTE: As many of our congregants live in towns other than Westborough, please remember that we would close 
based on Westborough weather conditions only. 

Please base your own decision on the conditions in your town, your safety is the most important factor to consider. 

If you are in need of assistance due to weather, please contact Rev. Bev (508-481- 5397 (h) or 508-330- 1352(c), and 
she will do her best to get someone to assist you. 

Sign Up Here at UUCSW.ORG 
We have been using Sign-up Genius to organize social events and volunteers for various helping hands opportunities. 

Thanks to Jerry Breecher, we have a new page on our website called “Sign Up Here”. This page consolidates the links 

to all our active Sign-ups. You no longer have to search through the Vista or weekly updates to find the sign-up link 

you’re looking for. To navigate to the new page, hover over the “Members” tab and click on “Sign Up Here”. 

The current sign-ups include   

• Snow Removal Sign-up: 

We have been quite fortunate so far this winter with respect to snow, but we still have at least six weeks to go before 

crocuses will emerge to herald the arrival of spring. We need volunteers in February and March to remove snow prior 

to the start of Sunday service in the event of a weekend snow storm. Please help us out if you can. You can sign-up by 

clicking the link here or by adding your name to the Snow Removal sign-up board in the Chapel. Thank you! 

• Coffee Hour Sign-up:  

We have many opportunities for hosting coffee hour in February and March. If you are able to help us out in this way, 

please sign-up by clicking the link here or by adding your name to the Coffee Hour sign-up board in the Chapel.  

Thank you to Lisa Martin, Robin Fleming, Andy Koenigsberg, the Sassetti family, and Erin Boudreaux for hosting in 

January!  
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Coffee Hour Sign-up for the Remainder of the Church Year  
The Board would like to thank everyone who signed up to host coffee hour since the beginning of the 
church year. Much to our amazement and delight, coffee hour has been running quite smoothly despite not 
having a Hospitality Coordinator! Everyone is doing their part to make coffee hour happen each week and 
we are thrilled to see so many of you chipping in to help the hosts with set-up and clean-up. Thank you!  
 
Moving forward, we are adding one additional task for the hosts, which is to contact the person signed up 
for the following Sunday to let them know if they need to purchase milk, cream, etc. If you notice that 
coffee is running low, please let Sharon Barrett or someone on the Board know and we will purchase more. 
 
We have set up an online Sign-up for Coffee Hour for the remainder of the church year. If you have already 
signed up on the board in the Chapel, your name has been added to the online Sign-up. Thank you! 
 
Coffee Hour Sign-up: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084bafae2da6fc1-coffee  
 

Membership Engagement Team Notes 
Greeter/Ushers for February: 

The Greeter/Usher board changes during the course of a month as often people make changes to their assigned 

dates as the month progresses. Rather than post in the Vista - Please watch the weekly updates for the most current 

information. Please watch for your name’s posting!  

If you cannot support your date and no one can switch with you, please contact Lisa Shumway to coordinate 

options for the month of February.  Contact info: lss0907@gmail.com, or at church on Sunday. 

Monthly committee meetings: 

The February MET meeting date is TBD. 

An Opportunity to Gather and Ponder 
THEOLOGICAL SPEAK-EASY THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH @ 6:30 PM. 

 Join Rev Bev at Owen O’Leary’s, 17 Connector Road, Westborough for refreshments, 

conversation and deep thinking.  Modeled after the Pub Theology movement we will 

gather to talk about life, philosophy, faith and the deep questions and concerns foremost 

on our minds.  Rev. Bev will provide “appetizers” for the body and mind as we meet for 

approximately an hour and a half.  If you know you are coming please let Rev Bev know so 

she can get a table instead of meeting in the bar area.  This will allow for a bit more privacy and easier ability for 

everyone to be heard.  Last minute arrivals welcomed as well. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084bafae2da6fc1-coffee
mailto:lss0907@gmail.com?subject=Greeter/Usher
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Questions, concerns, topic ideas for either gathering?   

Contact Rev Bev 508-330-1352 or email, RevBevW@gmail.com  

SAVE THE DATE – HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD - MARCH 4 
Join us for a day (or half day) of service on Saturday, March 4. This project will be in Northborough 

and will involve helping Habitat for Humanity convert two buildings into multi-unit, affordable homes.  

E-mail Ed Walsh at walshnboro@gmail.com to express interest or for more information. Youth 16 or 

over, with parental consent, are welcome. 

UUS AT LUNCH - Wednesday, February 8th 
We are staying close to home now that it’s wintertime. We will meet at 11:30 AM on Wednesday, February 8th at the 

Chateau on Route 9 westbound here in Westboro. All are welcome, and we hope many will join us for a pleasant 

mid-winter break.  

Please contact Mary Tribe (508) 329-1646, or e-mail: marytribe5@gmail.com by Saturday, February 4th to let us know 

whether or not you will be able to join us, so we can make our reservations. Thank you! 

UU Book Group – Friday, February 10th 
 Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty 

Please join us. The group is open to all. We usually meet in member’s homes and enjoy small 

groups of seven to ten people. We enjoy some light refreshments, lively discussion, and 

wonderful company. You are welcome to attend. If you are planning to attend for the first 

time, please email: mailto:Judithteacake@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:RevBevW@gmail.com
mailto:Judithteacake@gmail.com
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STOP & SHOP GIFT CARDS 
REMINDER:  Pick up your Stop & Shop gift cards from Ken Young on Sundays before or 

after services. For every dollar purchased, the church receives 5%. 

If you do not personally shop at Stop & Shop you can still join in this easy fund-raiser as it 

is very much appreciated when these cards are added to the monthly offering (1st 

Sunday of the month) that benefits the Minister’s Discretionary Fund. 

Annual Church Auction 
This year’s Auction is on the book . . . Please take a mindful moment to jot this down: 

When:    April 8th, 2017 

Where:   UU / Westboro 

Time:      5:30pm 

What:     Zen and the Art of the Auction – We Are One 

On April 8th we celebrate the Buddhist New Year – Buddha’s Birthday and its Festival of Flowers.  Winter will be 

stepping aside as a warm and wonderful spring blooms, in this the year 2017.  Numerorologically speaking, this is the 

Universal Year of “1”:  2 + 0 + 1 + 7 = 10 (1 + 0) = 1.   It is the first of the coming nine year cycle and said to be where 

seeds are planted and visualizations best born.  What does this mean for the Auction?  Some changes, of 

course.  What changes?  Ah, Grasshoppers – you’ll see on April 8th.  
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 Calendar of Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 
10:30 AM – 
Sunday Service 
 

     Circle Suppers 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
10:30 AM – 
Sunday Service 
Noon – Youth 
Group 

  11:30 AM – UU’s 
at Lunch 
 

 7 PM – Book 
Group 

 

12 13 14 15  17 18 
10:30 AM – 
Program Sunday 
Service 

   6:30 PM – 
Theological 
Speak-Easy 

  

19 20 21 22 16 24 25 
10:30 AM – 
Sunday Service 
 
Vista Articles Due 

    
 

 

 

26 27 28 1 2 3 4 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 
Noon: 
Youth Group 
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THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY OF 

WESTBOROUGH 

P.O. Box 544 

64 W. Main Street 

Westborough, MA 01581 

 

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONAL  
SOCIETY OF WESTBOROUGH  
Telephone: 508-366-2635  
Email: uucswestboro@verizon.net  
Web Site: uucsw.org  
Minister.....................................The Reverend Beverly Waring  
Minister Emerita ............................The Reverend Cindy Frado  
DRE ……………...........................................................Jenna Kyes  
Office Assistant .....................................................Tracy Loban  
Music Director......................................................Abby Gower  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
Sharon Barrett (co-chair)…….sharonkeyesbarrett@gmail.com  
John Metzger (co-chair) …..................jkmetzger2@gmail.com  
Meredith O’Brien Weiss .......................obriweis@yahoo.com  
Lisa Shumway  ........................................ lss0907@gmail.com  
Diana Beck ........................................sandbeck4@verizon.net  
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES  
Treasurer....................................................................Jim Slack  
Collector .................................................................Susie Wells  
Clerk.......................................................................Carter Pratt  
Moderator .......................................................Michelle Hirsch  
Historian..................................................................Stacy Spies  
Membership Engagement.…………………………..Melissa Meehan  

THIRD SUNDAY DUE DATES 

 FOR VISTA NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
 

Announcements, suggestions, or questions? 
 

The VISTA is published monthly and submissions are 
welcome. Please email submissions to: 

Andy Koenigsberg at amk32@cornell.edu.  

Please put “VISTA” in the subject line. 
 

March Vista articles due by  

Sunday, February 19th. 
 

For updates visit 
uucsw.org 

 

 


