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Worship Schedule For September  |  Sundays 10:30 AM 

 

THIS MONTH’S WORSHIP THEME IS: 

 
 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 3, 2017, 9:30 AM 
Final Sunday Service with Rev Bev 

Feeling Welcomed 

NOTE: This is the last summer service and therefore will be on 
the summer schedule with coffee and snacks available at 9:30 
am and the service will start around 9:35 am. 

Join Rev. Bev in the Chapel for a time of sharing your favorite 
reading, quote, poem, or story about feeling welcomed.  What 
was your entry into a new place like?  What happened that 
helped you feel a part of a new school, neighborhood, church, 
job, etc.?  Is there a poem or book you have read that has 
helped you feel a part of a group? 

Let’s end the summer and prepare for the upcoming church 
year with a time of sharing what it means to you to feel 
welcomed.  All readings and poems welcomed.  Whether they 
are funny or profound, self-written or a well-known classics, 
we want to hear your choice. Nothing comes to mind?  That is 
ok, come anyways and hear from fellow parishioners, you 
never know how someone’s words may spark your own 
discovery.  All ages welcome to attend and participate in this 
spontaneously created time of inspiration. 

 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 2017, 10:30 AM 
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Welcome! - Ingathering Service with Water Ritual 

Join Rev. Bev, Jenna (Director of Religious Education) and Kala 
(UUCSW’s new Director of Music) for our multi-generational 
ingathering service including a water gathering ritual.  You are 
invited to bring a small amount of water to mingle in a 
common bowl.  This water, real or symbolic should represent a 
place or time that is meaningful to you.  Whether you have 
been coming to UUCSW for a long time, a short time, or this is 
your first visit, you are welcomed here.  Whether you come 
regularly or sporadically you are welcomed here.  In addition 
to welcoming many of you back, we will be welcoming our new 
Music Director, Kala Farnham, on this her first Sunday with us. 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 10:30 AM 
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Welcomed In; Radical Hospitality 

Radical means “out of the ordinary,” or even “revolutionary.  
So what would it mean to welcome someone—a stranger—
with a presence that was not just polite, not even just warm 
but to receive them with revolutionary generosity? 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 10:30 AM 
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Welcome to UUCSW and UUism 

Join Rev Bev, Sharon Barrett and members of the UUCSW 
membership committee as they introduce an exciting new 
adult religious exploration opportunity.  Whether you have 
been a Unitarian Universalist all your life or are new to this 
faith, this service is for you.  We will explore what it means to 
be a Unitarian Universalists, including what is unique about 
practicing this faith tradition at the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregational Society of Westborough. 
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Briefly with Bev 
Welcome, welcome back, welcome for the first time!  I hope your summer was all that you wished it would be.  I hope 
you found time to rest, to have fun, to feel productive and to practice self-care.  In other words, I hope it was just like 
the rest of the year but warmer. 

I am excited to begin another year with all of you.  But quite honestly it feels less like beginning another year because 
we had such great summer services this year.  We had a service every Sunday from June 18th thru Labor Day with 
diverse topics presented by a variety of both well-known (to us) and first time speakers.  This was truly shared 
ministry at its best. 

I am also aware that this summer was not without its challenges for some of you.  In light of that knowledge I want to 
start this church year with a reminder about when you should call me: 

Call the Minister When ... 

 You just want to talk. 

 When you or your child does not know me, but would like to. 

 When you are looking for a way to deepen your spiritual life. 

 When you or your child has a religious or spiritual question. 

 When you are celebrating one of life’s joys and want to share the good news. 

 When you or a family member is ill. 

 When you are going to the hospital or know someone else in the congregation who is. 

 When someone close to you has died or is critically ill or you’re dealing with a significant loss of some kind. 

 When you would like to make plans for a memorial service – yours or someone else’s. 

 When you are planning to be married. When you are challenged by the demands of marriage. When you are 
separated or planning to get a divorce. 

 When you are pregnant and glad you are or wish you weren’t, also if you want to be pregnant but aren’t. 

 When you would like your child dedicated. 

 When you are challenged by life’s daily happenings. 

 When you feel ready to join the congregation. 

 When you want to share your joy or appreciation for this congregation.   

 When you have concerns with or conflicts within this congregation.  

 When you have a good or scary or sad story to share. 

 When you think I may have inadvertently left a reason off this list. 

 When you just want to talk. 

Peace and Love, 

Rev. Bev Waring 
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Children and Youth Religious Education Program 
Religious Education Program Open House 

The Religious Education Committee (REC) will be hosting the 
annual Open House for the RE Program at 9:30am on Sunday, 
September 17th.  The DRE and members of the REC will be 
available to answer questions about the program and give 
tours of the classes. The Open House is a chance for anyone to 
learn more about the RE program here at UUCSW, including 
goals, structure, and curricula. If you know of anyone who is 
curious about our congregation or RE program, then this would 
be the perfect day for those families to join us. 

Sunday Morning Programming for September: 

September 10th - This is Ingathering Sunday, and all ages will 
worship together in the sanctuary for a multigenerational 
service. Please be sure to register your child/youth and pick up 
your 2016- 2017 Program Handbook. After the service, please 
join us for a lawn party and parade viewing as we celebrate 
Westborough’s 300th!  

September 17th - This is a sanctuary start for RE students.  
Teacher Dedication and RE Open House. 

 Preschool-First Grade: Orientation.  *Parents are welcome 
to join their children in class today to have an introduction 
to the Spirit Play curriculum. 

 Second-Fourth Grade: Love is Like a Seed (part 1) 

 Fifth and Sixth Grade: The Big Questions (part 1) 

 Seventh and Eighth Grade: Treasure Everywhere (part 1) 
 
September 24th - This is a sanctuary start for RE students.   

 Preschool-First Grade: Flaming Chalice Basic Lesson 

 Second-Fourth Grade: Love is Like a Seed (part 2)  

 Fifth and Sixth Grade:  The Big Questions (part 2)   
Seventh and Eighth Grade: Treasure Everywhere (part 2) 

Class Groupings and Curricula for 2017-2018 

Preschool through Second Grade: “Spirit Play” 

By Rev. Dr. Nita Penfold, Rev. Ralph Roberts and Beverly Leute 
Bruce 

Using key elements from Montessori education, the Spirit Play 
program creates a spiritual community of children and 
presents the core stories of our Unitarian Universalist faith in 
ways that support multiple learning styles. In this program, 
children are encouraged to make meaning through wondering, 
art, and play. 

Third and Fourth Grade: “Love Will Guide Us”  

By Rev. Alice Anacheka-Nasemann and Cathy Cartwright 

“In this program, participants learn to seek guidance in life 
through the lens of our Unitarian Universalist Sources, with an 
emphasis on love. Together we ask questions such as, "Where 
did we come from?" "What is our relationship to the Earth and 
other creatures?" "How can we respond with love, even in bad 
situations?" "What happens when you die?" Sessions apply 
wisdom from our Sources to help participants answer these 
questions. Participants will learn that asking questions is 
valued in Unitarian Universalism, even as they begin to shape 
their own answers.” 

Fifth and Sixth Grade: “Riddle and Mystery” 

By Richard S. Kimball 

“The purpose of Riddle and Mystery is to assist participants in 
their own search for understanding. Each of the sessions 
introduces and processes a Big Question: Does God 
exist?  What happens when you die? Can we ever solve life’s 
mystery? How can I know what to believe? What does 
Unitarian Universalism mean to me?” 

Seventh and Eighth Grade: “Building Bridges”/ “Coming of 
Age 

By Mary K. Isaacs 

“Building Bridges is a world religions program to deepen 
youth's understanding of the dynamic, fascinating, and varied 
world in which they live. It seeks to broaden their knowledge 
of humanity and embolden their spiritual search.” 

Teaching Team Meeting  

Teaching team members for grades Pre-K through 8 will be 
meeting at 9:00am on Sunday, September 10th. At this 
meeting, we will determine our teaching schedules and fill out 
CORI forms and Code of Ethics forms. (Please bring your 
calendar and driver’s license.) 
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Worship News from Rev Bev 
I am embarking on a new experiment with worship this year.  I have joined many of our neighboring congregations in 

subscribing to a theme-based ministry program.  I chose Soul Matters for a number of reasons for this experiment.  

This program includes resources for Worship as well as for Small Group Ministry (sometimes referred to as Covenant 

Groups), Religious Education, and Music.  Although we will primarily be using the worship and music resources to 

start the year, these other resources will be ours to utilize as the need and opportunities arise.  

I have chosen to try theme-based ministry at this time based on information and recommendations I have heard 

from colleagues nearby and across the country.   

Briefly, theme-based ministry has been found to:  

 Offer worship experiences with depth 

 Ensure a balance of theological and religious learning 

 Build a cohesive theological understanding 

 Find common language and common symbols 

 Embrace a practical theology you use in everyday life 

 Give focus to your music staff 

September’s theme is Welcome.  Soul Matters puts it like this:  What does it mean to be a people of Welcome? 

You will see this theme reflected in the sermon titles for the coming month.   

Membership Engagement Team Notes 
Greeter/Usher Board 

The Membership Committee is meeting to work on the Greeter/ Usher tasks for the 2017-2018 church calendar year. 

We hope we will continue to get the support of our Members and Friends for this important assignment. The 

Membership Committee will be covering the month of September to give people time to check the board and swap 

with others if necessary.  

Simple Rules: 

 Make sure you check with the person before swapping his/her name. 

 When you take your sticky with your name; write your name on the board so the Membership Committee person 

covering that month can see who is planned for that Sunday. 

Monthly committee meetings: 

The monthly Membership Committee meetings will continue to be held in the church parlor at 7:15 pm. The meeting 

day is TBD at this time.  
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Child Dedications Sunday, October 15th 
On Sunday, October 15th, Director of Religious Education, Jenna Kyes and myself will be offering a child dedication 

ritual for UUCSW children of any age.  In our Unitarian Universalist faith we recognize that when a child joins a family 

through birth or adoption, not only is that family forever changed, but also the community in which that family lives 

is widened and enriched.  Our child dedication ceremony is designed to welcome the child into the life of the 

congregation and offers our lifelong commitment to nurture each and every child as the unique gift that they are.   

Please note – this is a time for children of any age to be recognized and welcomed into the UUCSW community.  If 

you would like to participate in this joyful ritual with your child(ren) please let Rev. Bev know.  If you would like your 

child dedicated but you are not available October 15th or would like a separate ceremony for your child, let Rev Bev 

know that as well.  

Introducing Kala Farnham, Director of Music 
After weeks of advertising, interviewing and trial choir rehearsals, the Music Director Search 

Committee and Rev Bev are very happy to introduce you to UUCSW’s new Music Director, Kala 

Farnham. 

Kala is an award winning singer /songwriter /multi-instrumentalist. She brings a world of 

experience in many aspects of music such as a pianist, cantor, piano and guitar teacher, vocal 

coach, accompanist, composer, choir director and music theater director.  Kala has studied music 

creation, music performance, and a variety of aspects of vocal performance. 

When asked why she felt called to apply to be a music director at a Unitarian Universalist Congregation Kala said, “I 

believe music has a distinct power to unify us and elevate us to a spiritual state, and it's an honor for me to share the 

gift of music with others through my work as a director.”  Regarding Unitarian Universalism, she continued, “‘I felt a 

strong resonance between my personal beliefs and Unitarian Universalism and that led me to the UUCSW 

congregation.” 

Please join Rev. Bev, the Search Committee and the UUCSW choir members in welcoming Kala on September 10th. 

For more information about Kala visit her website at http://www.kalafarnham.com. 

 

UUS AT LUNCH - Wednesday, September 13th 
It’s time to gather once again for lunch and to share our summer time adventures. . We will meet at 11:30 AM on 

Wednesday, September 13th at the Chateau on Route 9 westbound here in Westboro. All are welcome, and we hope 

many will join us for a pleasant get together after a long summer. 

 

Please contact Mary Tribe (508) 329-1646, or e-mail: marytribe5@gmail.com by Saturday, September 9th, to let us 

know whether or not you will be coming, so we can make our reservations. Thank you. 

http://www.kalafarnham.com/
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Making Our Space More Welcome 
 

We got off to a great start last year making our space more 

welcoming.  Summer services in the Chapel were cool and quiet 

(much better from when we had to run the Parlor’s window unit 

and fans) with the new air conditioning units.  Then last Spring we 

received the gift of new lights with dimmer switches in the 

Chapel – installation included! Well, we all know that once you 

start you see more and more things that you would love to do to complete the makeover. 

In looking at the old, large, heavy pieces of furniture in the Ruggles Street foyer and the Chapel it seems that they are 

not necessarily the best functional items for us at this time.  For example, a smaller table for the foyer with a drawer 

to store things that do not need to be on the top and the ability to slide the bright orange cones underneath or into 

the corner would clean up the area and clear the space needed for the lift door to open. 

So here is what Rev Bev is asking of you at this time.  Please let us know if any of the large pieces of furniture 

currently in use at UUCSW has special meaning to you.  Let Rev Bev know directly or tag the item with a sticky note 

and your name and contact information.  We are hoping to move the pieces we can no longer use out within the next 

few weeks.  If we do not hear from anyone we will look for a charity that will accept the pieces as a donation.  Thanks 

for helping us make UUCSW a more welcoming physical space for all! 

The Mistrust of Science 
After Andy Koenigsberg’s August 20th summer service on the topic of how scientific expertise has been struggling to 

compete with conspiracy theories, denialism, and all manner of crazy ideas anyone can find on the web, several 

attendees asked for a link to Andy’s web site, where he posts copies of columns he has been writing for the 

Westborough News for the last two years. Andy’s column is called Observations from the Anthropocene and can be 

found at ObservationsFromTheAnthropocene.net. 

Looking Ahead to Sunday, October 1st!  
On Sunday, October 1st, our guest speaker will be Jean McMurray, Executive Director of the Worcester County 
Foodbank. She will speak about the challenge of hunger in Worcester County.  
 
Please bring a non-perishable food item, no glass, with you so that we can make generous contribution to the 
Westborough Food Pantry from our congregation! 

  

http://www.observationsfromtheanthropocene.net/
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September Calendar of Events 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 
       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
9:30 AM – Last 
Summer Service 
 

      

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
10:30 AM –
Sunday Service 

  11:30 AM – UU’s 
at Lunch 

   

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
10:30 AM – 
Sunday Service 

    
 

 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 
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THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY OF 

WESTBOROUGH 

P.O. Box 544 

64 W. Main Street 

Westborough, MA 01581 

 

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONAL  
SOCIETY OF WESTBOROUGH  
Telephone: 508-366-2635  
Email: uucswestboro@verizon.net  
Web Site: uucsw.org  
Minister.....................................The Reverend Beverly Waring  
Minister Emerita ............................The Reverend Cindy Frado  
DRE ……………...........................................................Jenna Kyes  
Office Assistant .....................................................Tracy Loban  
Music Director................................................... Kala Farnham  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
John Metzger …………….......................jkmetzger2@gmail.com  
Meredith O’Brien Weiss .......................obriweis@yahoo.com  

Janet Purney-Balabainis ………………….. janetlpb@gmail.com 
Lisa Shumway  ........................................ lss0907@gmail.com  
Diana Beck ........................................sandbeck4@verizon.net  
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES  
Treasurer............................................................Lisa Shumway   
Collector .................................................................Susie Wells  
Clerk.............................................................................Kim Hall  
Moderator .......................................................Michelle Hirsch  
Historian..................................................................Stacy Spies  
Membership Engagement.…………………………..Melissa Meehan  

THIRD SUNDAY DUE DATES 

FOR VISTA NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
 

Announcements, suggestions, or questions? 
 

The VISTA is published monthly and submissions are 
welcome. Please email submissions to: 

Andy Koenigsberg at amk32@cornell.edu.  

Please put “VISTA” in the subject line. 
 

October Vista articles due by  

Sunday, September 20th. 
 

For updates visit 
uucsw.org 

 

 


