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 For December  |  Sundays 10:30 AM Worship Schedule
 

THIS MONTH’S WORSHIP THEME IS: 

HOPE 

 
The hymn of the month is #1015 

I Know I Can 
 

 SUNDAY DECEMBER 3, 2017, 10:30 AM
Rev. Bev Waring preaching  

Hope in the Light and Dark 

This time of year the message appears clear and simple. 
We display lights, kindle fires, do everything we can to 
combat the darkness of the season. These lights are 
symbols of hope, of returning light and life after the dark, 
coldness of winter. Yet, this dualism seems fraught with 
tension. It perpetuates the simple definitions of good 
and bad – light equals good or righteous, dark equals bad 
or evil. Come Sunday and explore how hope is found in 
both the dark and the light. 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 10, 2017, 10:30 AM 
Program Sunday Service 

Making a difference for children in Worcester County 

Every child deserves a safe and permanent home. But on 
an average day, 1600 abused, exploited, and neglected 
children live in foster care in Worcester County because 
they cannot live safely at home.  And these days, the 
number is not going down. CASA Worcester County 
trains and supports community volunteers who advocate 
for the best interests of children in the Worcester County 
court system. Robb Zargas, executive director of CASA, 
will speak about making a difference in children's lives. 

 SUNDAY DECEMBER 17, 2017 10:30 AM
Rev. Bev Waring and Jenna Kyes, Director of Religious 
Education 

Family Holiday Service 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 24, 2017, 10:30 AM 
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

An intergenerational service of holiday stories and song 
with Rev. Bev Waring – If you or your child would like to 
help by providing music or story telling please speak to 
Rev. Bev. 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 24, 2017, 5:30 PM 
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Traditional Christmas Eve service 

Family service of story, music, carols and candle lighting. 

 SUNDAY DECEMBER 31, 2017 10:30 AM
Rev. Lynda Sutherland at First Parish UU in 
Northborough, MA 

What do we bring with us into the new year? What sense 
of welcome, what courage, what abundance of the heart 
or home, what hope travels with us in to the new year? 
Where do we see the promise of #newlife this year? 

** See Page 2 for more details 
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** December 31st Service 
Rev Bev and UUCSW is collaborating with local UU Congregations to share this service, the Sunday between 

Christmas and New Year’s Day on a rotating basis. This year the service will be held in Northborough (40 Church 

Street) at 10:30 a.m. In the words of Rev. Sutherland; you are invited to join the First Parish UU Northboro 

congregation on Sunday, Dec. 31 in our Parish Hall for a Service for All Ages, as we take a last look at our December 

theme of Hope. Our All Ages Services tend to have less sermon and more story, fewer words and a bit more 

movement, song and interaction. These are not just "kid services." We don't talk down to our kids; we know that 

they think deeply about important issues, just as their elders do. We chew on some tough questions together, and 

taste the sweetness of life with them, too. 

Briefly with Bev 
In “No. 2” of Four Quartets, T. S. Eliot wrote: 

“I said to my soul, be still, and let the dark come upon you. 
As, in a theatre, the lights are extinguished, for the scene to be changed 
With a hollow rumble of wings, with a movement of darkness on darkness, 
And we know that the hills and the trees, the distant panorama 
And the bold imposing facade are all being rolled away—“ 

“I said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope 
For hope would be hope for the wrong thing; wait without love, 
For love would be love of the wrong thing; there is yet faith 
But the faith and the love and the hope are all in the waiting.” 
 
“Wait without thought, for you are not ready for thought: 
So the darkness shall be the light, and the stillness the dancing.” 

The waiting time is upon us. Whether you celebrate Advent and Christmas, Hanukkah, Winter 
Solstice, Diwali, or some combination of traditions celebrating darkness and returning light, the 
season of waiting and hoping and looking ahead is upon us. Days are growing shorter, the weather 
is turning colder, and the dark of night appears darker. This comes as no surprise. It happens every 
year and it signals that, whatever your faith tradition, celebrations of light are coming soon. Yes, 
coming soon but not here yet. 

As the poet says, let’s not rush it. Let’s revel in the darkness before rushing into celebrating the light. Let’s feel the 
magic, the possibility that exists in the dark. Let your soul rest, let the scenes change as in the theatre, let yourself sit 
in wonder as to what waits ahead. 

We are invited into this waiting time. It offers us a time for breathing, for being, for letting go. There is time enough 
to rejoin the dance of life. But for just a while, in this season of waiting, accept the respite of darkness, trust that the 
light will return and know beyond hoping that the darkness will give way to new light, new life, and new opportunities 
of wonder and awe. 
 
Peace and Love, 

Rev. Bev Waring 
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Children and Youth Religious Education Program 
December 3rd - Today is a Sanctuary Start.  

 Preschool, Kindergarten and First Grade: The Stone 
in the Temple 

 Second, Third and Fourth Grade: Love in Our 
Congregation (part 2) 

 Fifth and Sixth Grade: Thinking of God (part 2) 

 Seventh and Eighth Grade: Taoism 
 

December 10th – Today is a Children’s Worship Circle 
Start (in the Chapel).  

 Preschool through Eighth Grade: Holiday Parties! 
 

December 17th – Multigenerational Holiday Worship 
Service  
 

December 24th- Multigenerational Worship Service at 
10:30am;  

Christmas Eve Worship Service at 5:30pm.  

 

The Religious Education students will be holding a Winter 
Clothing Drive throughout the month of December.  
They will be collecting winter coats, snow pants, hats, 
mittens, gloves, scarves, and snow boots in boxes around 
the church.  The items will be donated in January.   

 

Thank you to the following teaching teams for your 
dedication to our RE Program:  

Preschool through First Grade – Kris Medinger, Ann 
Maloney, Ed Walsh, Chris Kyes, Theresa Cerrone 

Second, Third and Fourth Grade – Theresa Cerrone, 
Leslie Homzie , Don Harvey, Phyllis Samara 

Fifth and Sixth Grade – Erin Boudreaux, Ed Boudreaux, 
Tracy Spadafora, Ben Gold, Phyllis Samara, Pam Bridges, 
Matt Meehan, Tim Nourse 

Seventh and Eighth Grade – Mark Kalen, Diana Beck, 
Chris Sassetti, Tina Runyan, Lisa Martin 

 

Youth Group News: 

The Youth Group will meet from 12-1pm on Sunday, 
December 3rd.  All high school students are welcome to 
attend!   

 

 

December Membership Engagement Team Notes 
Greeter/Ushers 

The Greeter/Usher board changes during the course of a month as often people make changes to their assigned 

dates as the month progresses. Rather than post in the Vista- Please watch the weekly updates for the most current 

information. Please watch for your name’s posting!  

If you cannot support your date and no one can switch with you; please contact Paula Kirk to coordinate options for 

the month.  Contact info: paulazkirk@mac.com, or at church on Sunday. 

The December MET meeting date is December  7th at 7:15 PM. 

SAVE THE DATE! UUCSW Talent Show will be on Saturday, January 6th at 5:00 PM. We hope to see you there! 

mailto:paulazkirk@mac.com
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Two Common Read Opportunities 
UUCSW is joining with area UU Congregations to read, ponder and discuss the two books designated as UUA 

Common Read books for 2017-2018. 

Book 1: Centering: Navigating Race Authenticity and Power in Ministry 

When: Saturday December 2, 2017, 10-11:30 am 

Where: Hopedale Unitarian Parish, 65 Hopedale Street, Hopedale MA. 

 

Book 2: Daring Democracy: Igniting Power, Meaning, and Connection for the America We Want by 

Frances Moore Lappe and Adam Eichen 

When: Friday March 16, 2018, 7:00 - 8:30 pm. 

Where: Unitarian Universalist Congregational Society of Westborough 

Mark your calendars and join us for one or both conversations. Engage with area UUs around the issues and solutions 

contained within these two books. This two part series is one of many initiatives being planned by a newly formed 

group of members and staff of local Unitarian Universalist Congregations that we are currently calling Unitarian 

Universalists from the Boroughs and the Blackstone Valley..  

UU’s at Lunch, Wednesday, December 13th 
We will be meeting at Arturo’s on East Main Street in Westboro on December 13, at 11:30 AM for our holiday 

luncheon gathering. The food there is excellent, and the company will be good as always. 

Please let Mary Tribe (508-329-1646 or email: marytribe5@gmail.com) know whether or not you plan to meet with 

us by Friday, December 8th, so she can make our reservations. This time of year we need to make reservations earlier 

than usual. All are welcome, and we hope to see you there. It will be a good time. 

Book Group – December 8th 
For December, we are reading Dragon Teeth by the late Michael Crichton. Please join us. The group 

is open to all. We usually meet in members’ homes and enjoy small groups of seven to ten people. 

We enjoy some light refreshments, lively discussion, and wonderful company. You are welcome to 

attend. If you are planning to attend for the first time, please email: Judithteacake@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:Judithteacake@gmail.com
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Snow Cancellation Information 
If the weather is inclement and you’re wondering if services are cancelled please check 

the following places:  

ONLINE: Website: www.uucsw.org , Facebook (Unitarian Universalist Westborough); 

WHDH storm center closings, WBZ storm center closings,  

TV: WBZ, WHDH  

RADIO: WBZ 1030 AM 

PHONE: The church’s outgoing message (508-366-2635) will be changed to reflect weather-related closing. 

NOTE: As many of our congregants live in towns other than Westborough, please remember that we would close 

based on Westborough weather conditions only. 

Please base your own decision on the conditions in your town, your safety is the most 

important factor to consider. 

IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE: If you are in need of assistance due to weather, please contact 

Rev. Bev (508-481- 5397 (h) or 508-330- 1352(c), and she will do her best to get someone 

to assist you. 

Northborough Contra Dance Free Admission 
This is the chance for a church-wide social event.  You'll love to get out there as a FAMILY event.  Talk it up with 

your friends at church. 

The Northborough contra dance group has offered free admission to all Westborough and Northborough UU friends 

and members to attend their next dance, Saturday December 16.  

They host a regular 3rd Saturday monthly dance in the Northborough UU Parish Hall (40 Church Street).  All dances 

are taught. Beginners and kids are welcome. You can get more info about the group here: 

https://northborocontra.com 

For information about forming a group from our church, contact Gary Phillips: GaryAPhillips@verizon.net 

Financial Update for the Congregation 
As we approach the midpoint of our fiscal year, it is time to share how we are doing financially.  After the service on 

December 3rd, at 12:00 in the chapel, Lisa Shumway will present our current status of collections and expenses 

versus the budget.  We will also have your giving statements available for Calendar 2017 year to date.  Please note 

that this information (your 2017/2018 pledge and giving history) are also available in Realm under the "Giving" tab.  

Now is the perfect time to pay your pledge, before the tax year closes.  If you have not pledged, or would like to 

increase your pledge, please see Lisa Shumway, John Metzger, or Sharon Barrett. 

http://www.uucsw.org/
https://northborocontra.com/
mailto:GaryAPhillips@verizon.net
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Join Rev. Bev and Your Interfaith Community 
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December Calendar of Events 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 

7 PM –  
Mindfulness 
Meditation 
course 

    10 AM –  
UUA Common 
Book Read, 
Hopedale 
Unitarian Parish 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10:30 AM –
Sunday Service 
11:45 AM –  
New UU program 
12 Noon –  
Youth Group 

   7 PM –  

Membership 
Engagement 
Team Meeting 

7:00 PM - Book 
Group 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
10:30 AM – 
Program Sunday 
Service 
12 Noon –  
Social Justice 
Meeting 

  11:30 AM – 
UU’s at Lunch 
 

 
 

 

7 PM – 
Interfaith 
Gathering At 
B’Nai Shalom 
8 PM –  
Northboro 
Contra Dance 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 
 

    

 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 
5:30 PM -  
Christmas Eve 
Service 

 

   

 

 

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service at 
Northborough 
First Parish UU 
Church 
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THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY OF 

WESTBOROUGH 

P.O. Box 544 

64 W. Main Street 

Westborough, MA 01581 

 

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONAL  
SOCIETY OF WESTBOROUGH  
Telephone: 508-366-2635  
Email: uucswestboro@verizon.net           Web Site: uucsw.org  
Minister.....................................The Reverend Beverly Waring  
Minister Emerita ............................The Reverend Cindy Frado  
Director of Religious Education...............................Jenna Kyes  
Office Assistant .....................................................Tracy Loban  
Music Director................................................... Kala Farnham  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
John Metzger …………….......................jkmetzger2@gmail.com  
Meredith O’Brien …………………. mereditheobrien@gmail.com  

Janet Purney-Balabainis ………………….. janetlpb@gmail.com 
Lisa Shumway  ........................................ lss0907@gmail.com  
Diana Beck ........................................sandbeck4@verizon.net  
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES  
Treasurer............................................................Lisa Shumway   
Collector .................................................................Susie Wells  
Clerk.............................................................................Kim Hall  
Moderator .......................................................Michelle Hirsch  
Historian..................................................................Stacy Spies  
Membership Engagement.…………………………..Melissa Meehan  

DUE DATES 

 FOR VISTA NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
 

Announcements, suggestions, or questions? 
 

The VISTA is published monthly and submissions are 
welcome. Please email submissions to: 

Andy Koenigsberg at amk32@cornell.edu.  

Please put “VISTA” in the subject line. 
 

January Vista articles due by  

Tuesday, December 19th. 
 

For updates visit 
uucsw.org 

 

 

mailto:mereditheobrien@gmail.com

