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 For February  |  Sundays 10:30 AM Worship Schedule
 

THIS MONTH’S WORSHIP THEME IS: 

PERSEVERANCE 

 
The hymn of the month is #1017 

Building a New Way 
 

 SUNDAY FEBRUARY 4, 10:30 AM
Rev. Bev Waring Preaching 

Olympia Brown; A Model of Perseverance 

Join us as we look at one of Rev Bev’s favorite historical 
Universalist figures, Olympia Brown. What lessons can 
we learn from Rev Brown’s life of service and advocacy? 
How does she as a model of perseverance help us move 
forward through today’s challenges? From history buffs 
to female activists to anyone interested in social justice, 
this is a great week to be in the pews. 

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 11, 10:30 AM 
Program Sunday Service 

Peeling the Onion 

Jim Kirk will speak about growing up with addiction and 
abuse and the process of recovery and self-discovery. 

 SUNDAY FEBRUARY 18, 10:30 AM
Rev. Bev Waring Preaching 

Darwin; Unitarianism, Evolution, and Theology 

Born into a Unitarian family on February 12, 1809, 
Charles Darwin’s story is one of curiosity, courage, and 
perseverance. Join us as we explore the life and work of 
Darwin in this service where science and theology 
intersect 
 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 25, 10:30 AM 
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

To Be Determined . . . 

Preacher’s choice.   

Look for information in an upcoming Weekly Update. 
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Briefly with Bev 
Since starting theme based ministry this year I have found myself getting a little lost (in a good way) in all the 
resources I receive. With the subscription, we get resources, not just for worship, but also for Religious Education and 
Small Group (or Covenant Group) Ministry. This month’s theme is perseverance. The packets all begin with a 
question.  

What does it MEAN to be a people of perseverance? The packets are filled 
with quotes and music (both hymns and choral pieces) suggestions, stories, 
art project ideas, sermon seeds, questions and exercises for small groups to 
consider, multiple ways to think about and answer this question. What 
DOES it mean to be a people of perseverance? So, if you have persevered 
this far into my column, I invite you to let me know you have read this far 
and I will reward you with a small present. See me at church over the next 
couple of weeks to collect your prize. 

Here are two such resources that really caught my attention and made me 
consider my perception of what it means to be a person of perseverance. 
This story is from Rabbi David Wolf. “A boy and his father were walking 
along a road when they came across a large stone. “Do you think if I use all 

of my strength, I can move this rock?” the child asked. His father answered, “If you use all of your strength, I am sure 
you can do it.” The boy began to push the rock. Exerting himself as much as he could, he pushed and pushed. The 
rock did not move. Discouraged, he said to his father, “You were wrong. I can’t do it.” His father put his arm around 
the boy’s shoulder and said, “No son. You didn’t use all your strength – you didn’t ask me to help.” 

What a gift to remember that perseverance isn’t a solo act. 

And this from the Dali Lama, “If you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito.” 

Peace and Love and Perseverance, 

Rev. Bev Waring 
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Children and Youth Religious Education Program 
February 4th - Sanctuary Start.  

 Preschool, Kindergarten and First Grade: Promises 
Lesson 

 Second, Third and Fourth Grade: Love is Accepting 

 Fifth and Sixth Grade: Speaking of Fair 

 Seventh and Eighth Grade: Christianity 2 
 

February 11th –Chapel Start,  

 Preschool, Kindergarten and First Grade: And Tango 
Makes Three (Red Promise) 

 Second, Third and Fourth Grade: Love of Learning 

 Fifth and Sixth Grade: Right and Wrong 

 Seventh and Eighth Grade: Islam 1- Peace by 
Surrender 
 

February 18th  – Sanctuary Start  

 Preschool through Eighth Grade: Group Religious 
Education- RE Service Project 
 

February 25th- Sanctuary Start  

 Preschool, Kindergarten and First Grade: The Lazy 
Bear (Orange Promise) 

 Second, Third and Fourth Grade: Love for all 
Creatures 

 Fifth and Sixth Grade: To Tell the Truth 

 Seventh and Eighth Grade: Islam 2- Contemporary 
Issues 

Teaching volunteers, thank you for your dedication to 
our RE Program! 

Preschool, Kindergarten and First Grade – Kris 
Medinger, Ann Maloney, Ed Walsh, Chris Kyes, Theresa 
Cerrone 

Second, Third and Fourth Grade – Theresa Cerrone, 
Leslie Homzie, Don Harvey, Phyllis Samara 

Fifth and Sixth Grade – Erin Boudreaux, Ed Boudreaux, 
Tracy Spadafora, Ben Gold, Pam Bridges, Matt Meehan, 
Tim Nourse 

Seventh and Eighth Grade – Mark Kalen, Diana Beck, 
Chris Sassetti, Tina Runyan, Lisa Martin 

Youth Group News: 

The Youth Group will meet from 12-1pm on Sunday, 
February 11th.  All high school students are welcome to 
attend!   

 

 

February Membership Engagement Team Notes 
Greeter/Ushers 

The Greeter/Usher board changes during the course of a month as often people make changes to their assigned 

dates as the month progresses. Rather than post in the Vista- Please watch the weekly updates for the most current 

information. Please watch for your name’s posting!  

If you cannot support your date and no one can switch with you, please contact Janet Purney-Balabanis to 

coordinate options for the month of February.  Contact info: janetlpb@gmail.com, or at church on Sunday. 

The next MET meeting date is TBD. 

mailto:janetlpb@gmail.com
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Save the Date: A Common Read Opportunity, March 16, 7 PM 
 

Did you get your book yet? It was pointed out during announcements last Sunday, if you read a chapter a week you 

will be all set for the March 16th conversation. So don’t delay! 

UUCSW is joining with area Unitarian Universalist Congregations to read, ponder and discuss this books designated as 

one of two UUA Common Read books for 2017-2018. 

Book 2: Daring Democracy: Igniting Power, Meaning, and Connection for the America We Want by 

Frances Moore Lappe and Adam Eichen 

When: Friday March 16, 2018, 7:00 - 8:30 pm. 

Where: Unitarian Universalist Congregational Society of Westborough 

Mark your calendars and join us for this important conversation. Engage with area UUs around the issues and 

solutions contained within this book. This event is one of many initiatives being planned by a newly formed group of 

members and staff of local Unitarian Universalist Congregations from Westborough, Northborough, Marlborough-

Hudson, Upton-Grafton, Hopedale, Mendon, and Milford. For more information about the group, check out and 

“like” our Facebook page - UUs of the Boroughs and Blackstone Valley 

UU’s at Lunch, Wednesday, February 14th 
The lunch group hasn’t been to Bertuccis Brick Oven Restaurant at 160 Turnpike Road (Route 9 Eastbound) in a long 

time, so we will meet there this month on Wednesday, February 14th at 11:30 AM. 

We are a diverse group of 8 to 16 that meets monthly for good food and lively conversation. Everyone is welcome, 

and if you have never joined us, why not give us a try and enjoy a nice mid-winter break? 

 If you plan to meet with us, please let Mary Tribe (508-329–1646 or email:  marytribe5@gmail.com) know by 

Saturday, February 10th, so she can make reservations. We hope to see you there.  

THEOLOGICAL SPEAK-EASY Thursday, February 8 @ 6:30 pm. 
Join Rev Bev at Westborough House of Pizza, 36 E Main St, Westborough, for 
refreshments, conversation, and deep thinking.  Modeled after the Pub Theology 
movement we will gather to talk about life, philosophy, faith and the deep questions 
and concerns foremost on our minds.  Rev. Bev will provide “appetizers” for the body 
and mind as we meet for approximately an hour and a half. 

NOTE: We are trying a new location this time hoping that hearing one another will be 
easier in a less crowded location. We will meet in the restaurant and moved to the bar 

based on the will of the group. 

Questions? Contact Rev Bev at 508-330-1352 or RevBevW@gmail.com 

 

mailto:marytribe5@gmail.com?subject=UU's%20At%20Lunch
mailto:RevBevW@gmail.com
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Book Group – February 9th 
For February, we are reading LaRose by the Louise Urdich. Please join us. The group is open to 

all. We usually meet in members’ homes and enjoy small groups of seven to ten people. We 

enjoy some light refreshments, lively discussion, and wonderful company. You are welcome to 

attend. 

If you are planning to attend for the first time, please email: Judithteacake@gmail.com. 

March is Stewardship Month 
As many of you know, this is the season when we start our financial preparation for the next fiscal year, which begins 

in July.  A critical piece of this effort is our annual canvass.  Over the month of February you will receive two mailings 

with more information about the good works of UUCSW over the past year and a call for your commitment to 

stewardship of this society.    

What do we mean by stewardship - taking care of something we value, UUCSW, and enabling it to grow.  When we 

become stewards, we take responsibility and contribute our time, talent and treasure. We cannot flourish as a 

congregation without this support.    UUCSW is self-governing and self-supporting.  We are financially independent 

and are entirely reliant on your pledges, proceeds from fundraisers, rental income, and return from our endowment 

fund.  

In future communications, we will break down the numbers for you and ask you to help build a vibrant future for our 

community. Please take time to consider what the Unitarian Universalist Congregational Society of Westborough 

means to you and the people and community it serves.   

In the meantime, we ask that you commit to coming to church on March 4th, Stewardship Sunday, for a special 

service, brunch and opportunity to share with one another. 

Thank you, 

The Canvass Committee, 2018 - 2019 

Lisa Shumway, Jerry Breecher, and Sharon Barrett 

  

mailto:Judithteacake@gmail.com
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The “2018 Dinners and More” Fundraiser! 
It’s finally here - the “2018 Dinners and More” Fundraiser!   We are excited to announce that events will go on sale 
starting on January 28th and running through February 25th.   We want to thank all the folks who will generously be 
donating their time and resources to host the dinners and events being offered. We have had a great time pulling this 
together and hope you take advantage of the many entertaining options to come. 

Below is a list of the offerings, more details can be found at the sign-up genius link at the bottom of the article. 

o Chili Cook-Off and Pie Contest, Hosts: Ben Gold, Sharon Barrett, and Lisa Shumway, Feb. 25th, 2018 
o Candlepin Bowling, Hosts: Rev Bev and Jenna Kyes, March 17, 2018 
o Chocolate Dinner, Hosts: Paula and Jim Kirk, May/June 2018 
o Reggae Night Dinner, Hosts: Lisa and Scott Shumway, June 23, 2018 
o Wine Tasting, Hosts: Kim and Bruce Hall, Lisa Shumway, Sept. 22, 2018 
o Sushi Dinner, Hosts: Sharon and Kevin Barrett, Oct. 13, 2018 
o Ethiopian Dinner, Host: Nancy Hafkin, Oct. 20, 2018 
o Shore Dinner, Hosts: Amy and Doug MacDougall, Oct. 27, 2018 
o Mystery Dinner, Hosts: Lisa and Scott Shumway, Erin and Ben Gold, Nov. 3, 2018 
o German Dinner, Hosts: Kathie and John Metzger, Nov. 10, 2018 
o Christmas Caroling, Hosts: Tina Lego-Steinberg and Jim Kirk, Dec. 16, 2018 
o Puff Pastry Cooking Class, Host: Maria Wharton, Jan. 10, 2019 

You can sign-up for these events in two ways, in the chapel during coffee hour from 1/28 through 2/25 or through 
the sign-up genius link here:  

http://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/43073D905A7CDE8C71-dinner 

Please note that the online sign-ups will not go live until 1/28 at 1:00 pm.   In sign-up genius, you will see a tab for 
each offering. Payment is requested at the time you sign-up.  Checks should be made to UUCSW (please put “dinner 
fundraiser” on the memo line) and mailed to Box 544, Westborough, MA 01581. 

This is first come, first served, and seating is very limited, so sign-up starting Sunday, January 28th after church!  You 
don’t want to miss out on all the fun. 

Thank you, 

The Fundraiser Organizing Committee 
Ben Gold, Sharon Barrett, and Lisa Shumway 

  

http://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/43073D905A7CDE8C71-dinner
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UU 101 GATHERING 
Are you new to Unitarian Universalism or new to the Unitarian Universalist Congregational 

Society of Westborough (UUCSW)? Not so new but would like to get to know us better? 

Considering becoming a member of UUCSW? Do you wonder how decisions are made, who is 

responsible for things, large and small, getting done around here, or how to get involved in a 

specific way? Are you interested in sharing the story of your spiritual journey? 

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, then the UU 101 Gathering on Sunday 

February 11th at noon is designed for you.  Whether you are fairly new to UUCSW, have been attending for a while 

and now feel ready to explore membership, or have only visited one or two times but want to learn more about us 

then Rev. Bev Waring invites you to this informal gathering. Grab a cup of coffee and a snack at coffee hour and then 

join Rev Bev in the Parlor (room separated from the Chapel by double pocket doors) 

What:   Gathering of visitors and friends and members of UUCSW. 

When:  Sunday February 11th, at noon. 

Where: In the Parlor at UUCSW. 

RSVP not necessary – drop in for a few minutes or pull up a corner of the sofa and stay an hour 

– children of all ages invited to join you. Contact Rev Bev at RevBevW@gmail.com if you have 

any questions or to set up an individual meeting. 

Snow Cancellation Information 
If the weather is inclement and you’re wondering if services are cancelled please check 

the following places:  

ONLINE: Website: www.uucsw.org , Facebook (Unitarian Universalist Westborough); 

WHDH storm center closings, WBZ storm center closings,  

TV: WBZ, WHDH  

RADIO: WBZ 1030 AM 

PHONE: The church’s outgoing message (508-366-2635) will be changed to reflect weather-related closing. 

NOTE: As many of our congregants live in towns other than Westborough, please remember that we would close 

based on Westborough weather conditions only. 

Please base your own decision on the conditions in your town, your safety is the most 

important factor to consider. 

IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE: If you are in need of assistance due to weather, please contact 

Rev. Bev (508-481- 5397 (h) or 508-330- 1352(c), and she will do her best to get someone 

to assist you. 

 

http://www.uucsw.org/
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February Calendar of Events 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 
 

      

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
10:30 AM –
Sunday Service 
 

   6:30 PM – 
Theological 
Speak-easy 

7:00 PM - Book 
Group 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
10:30 AM – 
Program Sunday 
Service 
12 Noon –  
Youth Group & 
UU 101 

  11:30 AM – 
UU’s at Lunch 
 

 
 

 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 
 

 

Noon: 
Vista Articles 

Due 

  

 

 

25 26 27 28 1 2 3 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 
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THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY OF 

WESTBOROUGH 

P.O. Box 544 

64 W. Main Street 

Westborough, MA 01581 

 

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONAL  
SOCIETY OF WESTBOROUGH  
Telephone: 508-366-2635  
Email: uucswestboro@verizon.net           Web Site: uucsw.org  
Minister.....................................The Reverend Beverly Waring  
Minister Emerita ............................The Reverend Cindy Frado  
Director of Religious Education...............................Jenna Kyes  
Office Assistant .....................................................Tracy Loban  
Music Director................................................... Kala Farnham  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
John Metzger …………….......................jkmetzger2@gmail.com  
Meredith O’Brien …………………. mereditheobrien@gmail.com  

Janet Purney-Balabainis ………………….. janetlpb@gmail.com 
Lisa Shumway  ........................................ lss0907@gmail.com  
Diana Beck ........................................sandbeck4@verizon.net  
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES  
Treasurer............................................................Lisa Shumway   
Collector .................................................................Susie Wells  
Clerk.............................................................................Kim Hall  
Moderator .......................................................Michelle Hirsch  
Historian..................................................................Stacy Spies  
Membership Engagement.…………………………..Melissa Meehan  

DUE DATES 

 FOR VISTA NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
 

Announcements, suggestions, or questions? 
 

The VISTA is published monthly and submissions are 
welcome. Please email submissions to: 

Andy Koenigsberg at amk32@cornell.edu.  
Please put “VISTA” in the subject line. 

 

March Vista articles due by  

Noon, Tuesday, February 20th. 
 

For updates visit 
uucsw.org 

 

 

mailto:mereditheobrien@gmail.com

