
 

Volume 20 | Issue 1 September 2018 Unitarian Universalist Congregational Society of Westborough 

uucsw.org 

 

THIS MONTH’S WORSHIP THEME IS: 
Vision 

 

 
 



THE VISTA  |  September 2018 2 
 

uucsw.org 

 

September Worship Schedule 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 9:30 AM LAST SUMMER 

 SERVICE
Rev. Bev Waring Preaching 

Do You See What I See? 

NOTE: This is the last summer service and therefore will 
be on the summer schedule with coffee and snacks 
available at 9:30 am and the service will start around 
9:40 am. 

Join Rev. Bev in the Chapel for a time of sharing your 
favorite reading, quote, poem, or story about vision and 
how you see the world.  Does being a Unitarian 
Universalist change your world-view? How do you 
envision the future of Unitarian Universalism, of UUCSW, 
of faith in general for you or your children or 
grandchildren?  Is there a poem or story or book you 
have read that has enhanced or changed your views? 

Let’s end the summer and prepare for the upcoming 
church year with a time of sharing what it means to you 
to be a person of vision. All readings and poems 
welcomed.  Whether they are funny or profound, self-
written or a well-known classics, we want to hear your 
choice. Nothing comes to mind?  That is ok, come 
anyways and hear from fellow parishioners, you never 
know how someone’s words may spark your own 
discovery.  All ages welcome to attend and participate in 
this spontaneously created time of inspiration 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 10:30 AM 
Rev. Bev, Cassie and Kala 

Ingathering Service with Water Ritual and Backpack 
Blessing. 

Join Rev. Bev, Cassie (UUCSW’s new Director of Religious 
Education) and Kala (Director of Music) for our multi-
generational ingathering service including a water 
gathering ritual.  You are invited to bring a small amount 
of water to mingle in a common bowl.  This water, real or 
symbolic should represent a place or time that is 
meaningful to you – a place that you view as sacred or 
comforting or life-giving. 

During this service Cassie and I will also be offering the 
annual backpack blessing. 

As you envision this coming year, what do you or your 
children need in their backpacks, book, or computer bags 
as reminders of Unitarian Universalism and everyone’s 
inherent worth and dignity? 
 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 10:30 AM  
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Envision the Journey; Being Unitarian Universalist. 

How do you view your path to Unitarian Universalism? 
What is your vision for this congregation 2 or 5 or 10 
years from now? Are we a community of seekers or 
individuals taking our own spiritual journeys?  Join us 
Sunday as we explore these and other questions about 
this Unitarian Universalism, UUCSW, and our individual 
hopes and dreams. 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 23, 10:30 AM  
Program Sunday – Kathie Metzger 

Making A Mark on People 

In a 2017, New York Times columnist, David Brooks, 
wrote an article about "thick organizations" that leave a 
mark on you. He suggested that we remember these 
"thick organizations" throughout our lives and revisit the 
experiences we had with them. These institutions may be 
small or large, but "become a part of a person's identity 
and engage the whole head, hands, heart and soul" 
giving continuing meaning to our lives.   

What organizations have been "thick" for you? Have you 
thought about this in terms of the experiences you want 
for your children? Come and join in the conversation. 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 30, 10:30 AM  
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

The Vision of Universalism 

In honor of John Murray’s conversion to Universalism 
and his first sermon in the United States on September 
30th, 1770 this morning’s worship service will explore 
what the vision of Universalism (big “U” and little “u”) 
has to offer us today. If you enjoy learning a little about 
Unitarian Universalist history and like to consider the 
relevance of our faith in modern times, this is a good 
Sunday to be in the pews. 
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Briefly with Bev 
I am envisioning a bright future here in Westborough. And here is why. I know a task force has been meeting 
over the summer and working hard to plan a way forward for this congregation. I know that summer services 
have been interesting, relaxing, engendering animated conversation and over all just plain terrific. I know we 
have hired a new Director of Religious Education, Cassie Lengel, who is coming to us with fresh eyes and new 
ideas. I know we are going to have an experienced, warm, caring, and familiar presence in Jenna Kyes, anchoring 
our nursery care room for our youngest children. I know the yard sale is making a return appearance in our 
fund-raising line up. And I am sure there is a whole lot I do not know yet.    

I am excited to begin another year with all of you. I look forward to hearing the report of the task force and 
working with all of you towards the future you all are envisioning.   

I am also aware that this summer was not without its challenges for some of you.  So, two reminders: First, we 
would like to continue publishing a column in this newsletter and in one weekly update a month called “People 
We Care About.” This column is intended to inform the whole community when something really good or 
something not so good is affecting the lives of our members and friends. Please send your submission to Rev Bev 
RevBevW@gmail.comand to the UUCSW office UUWestboro@verizon.net.  If your news (positive or of concern) 
is not about you, please obtain permission from the person named. Second reminder, I want to start this church 
year as I did last September with this list of times when you should call me.   

Call the Minister When.... 

 You just want to talk. 

 When you or your child does not know me but would like to. 

 When you are looking for a way to deepen your spiritual life. 

 When you or your child has a religious or spiritual question. 

 When you are celebrating one of life’s joys and want to share the good news. 

 When you or a family member is ill. 

 When you are going to the hospital or know someone in the congregation who is. 

 When someone close to you has died or is critically ill or you’re dealing with a significant loss of some kind. 

 When you would like to make plans for a memorial service – yours or someone else’s. 

 When you are planning to be married. When you are challenged by the demands of marriage. When you are 
separated or planning to get a divorce. 

 When you are pregnant and glad you are or wish you weren’t, also if you want to be pregnant but aren’t. 

 When you would like to have your child(ren) dedicated. 

 When you are challenged by life’s daily happenings. 

 When you feel ready to join the congregation. 

 When you want to share your joy or appreciation for this congregation.   

 When you have concerns with or conflicts within this congregation.  

 When you have a good or scary or sad story to share. 

 When you think I may have inadvertently left a reason off this list. 

 When you want to talk. 
Peace and Love  

Rev. Bev Waring 

mailto:RevBevW@gmail.com
mailto:UUWestboro@verizon.net
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Children and Youth Religious Education Program 
Hello Friends and Families, both returning and new, for another RE Program year!  It is so good to be 
starting as your new DRE for the 2018-2019 Program Year, and I am very excited to meet all of you! I 
wanted to let you know about a few upcoming events we are planning to kick off RE this year and to update 
you about our schedule for this September.   

Religious Education Program Open House  

The Religious Education Committee (REC) and the DRE will be hosting the annual Open House for the RE 
Program at 11:30am on Sunday, September 9th during the fellowship time after the Ingathering service. 
Come on by to pick up one of our 2018-2019 RE Program Pamphlets, register/update your child(ren) for 
classes, sign a photography release form, learn about our curricula, and ask us any questions about the RE 
Program, the new DRE, or our UU facility. If you are unable to stop by during this time, feel free to email me 
or pick up/update your information on subsequent weeks when picking up your children from class!  

Teaching Team Meeting   

Teaching team members for grades Pre-K through 8 will be meeting at 9:00am on Sunday, September 9th. 
At this meeting, we will determine our teaching schedules and fill out CORI forms and Code of Ethics forms. 
(Please bring your calendar and driver’s license.) If you would like to be a teacher for this year, please feel 
free to email me, use the Signup Genius, or attend this meeting! We are always looking for new teachers to 
volunteer their unique talents and knowledge for our youth!  

Youth Group Meeting 

Welcome to all our High School Youth who would like to join us for another year of Youth Group! We will 
meet at 12pm on September 16th to discuss our vision for what we’d like to do this year. There will be 
pizza!! 

Sunday Morning Programming for September:  

September 9th - RE teachers please join us for our Teaching Team meeting at 9 am. This is Ingathering 

Sunday, and all ages will worship together in the sanctuary for a multigenerational service. You are 

welcome to join us at our Open House at 11:30am to register your child/youth and pick up your 2018- 2019 

Program Pamphlet.  

September 16th - This is a sanctuary start for RE students. High School Youth are welcome to join us for an 

informal visioning Youth Group Meeting at 12pm. 

September 23rd - This is a sanctuary start for RE students 

September 30th – RE students will begin in the chapel for a youth oriented opening service before 

beginning their RE classes. 
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Class Groupings and Curricula for 2018-2019  

Preschool through First Grade: “Spirit Play” 

By Rev. Dr. Nita Penfold, Rev. Ralph Roberts, and Beverly Leute Bruce  

Using key elements from Montessori education, the Spirit Play program creates a spiritual community of children and 

presents the core stories of our Unitarian Universalist faith in ways that support multiple learning styles. In this 

program, children are encouraged to make meaning through wondering, art, and play.  

Second through Fourth Grade: “Moral Tales”  

By Alice Anacheka-Nasemann, Elisa Davy Pearmain 

Every day our children go forth into a complex world where they are often faced with difficult decisions and 

situations. Moral Tales attempts to provide children with the spiritual and ethical tools they will need to make 

choices and take actions reflective of their Unitarian Universalist beliefs and values.  

Fifth and Sixth Grade: “Harry and UU”  

By Richard S. Kimball  

“The purpose of Riddle and Mystery is to assist participants in their own search for understanding. Each of the 

sessions introduces and processes a Big Question: Does God exist?  What happens when you die? Can we ever solve 

life’s mystery? How can I know what to believe? What does Unitarian Universalism mean to me?”  

Seventh and Eighth Grade: “Building Bridges”/ “Coming of Age”  

By Mary K. Isaacs  

“Building Bridges is a world religions program to deepen youth's understanding of the dynamic, fascinating, and 

varied world in which they live. It seeks to broaden their knowledge of humanity and embolden their spiritual 

search.” 

Social Justice FAMILY Event – Plan to attend! 
When – Sunday September 9, 1:00 – 2:00PM 

Where – In our very own church kitchen. 

What – Pack meals.  We will be packing meals for people in a homeless shelter in Worcester.  There will be 
jobs for all ages.  The food that we will be packing will be provided.  What we need are willing hands. 

Why – This shelter serves a diverse population of people in Worcester.  You can learn more here: 

 https://worcestermag.com/2015/12/23/for-homeless-a-place-of-last-resort-in-worcester/38953 

For more info, contact Jerry at Jerry@Breecher.com or text me at 508-330-2833. 

(I have been to this shelter.  It indeed serves a population that is in serious difficulty; they can use all the 
help they can get.) 

https://worcestermag.com/2015/12/23/for-homeless-a-place-of-last-resort-in-worcester/38953
mailto:Jerry@Breecher.com
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Book Group – October 12th 
For OCTOBER, we are reading Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail 

Honeyman. Please join us. The group is open to all. We usually meet in members’ 

homes and enjoy small groups of seven to ten people. We enjoy some light 

refreshments, lively discussion, and wonderful company. You are welcome to 

attend. 

If you are planning to attend for the first time, please 

email:  Judithteacake@gmail.com. 

 

WORSHIP NEWS (Sunday and new Saturday option) FROM REV BEV 

We are continuing to use Soul Matters, a theme-based ministry program this year.  While planning worship 

services last year, we found the resources offered for sermon themes, music selections, and Time for All 

Ages stories and activities very helpful to our process. 

Saturday AM Soul Matters Themed Small Group Ministry 
This year, I would like to utilize the Small Group Ministry (sometimes referred to as Covenant Groups) 

resources of Soul Matters as well.  Recognizing that Sunday morning worship does not always fit into your 

schedules, I will be offering a worship circle/small group 

ministry experience once a month on the worship theme for 

that month. Our first meeting will be on Saturday 

September 15th 9:30 am – 10:30 am. We will meet either 

in the Chapel or downstairs in the 5th-6th grade classroom 

depending on Indian Dance’s schedule. This is primarily for 

adults although children are welcomed. 

September’s theme is Vision. For this first experimental 

Saturday morning worship circle we will reflect on what it 

means to be a people of vision. Here is a quote, author 

unknown, to start you thinking, “What will mess you up 

most in life is the picture in your head of how it is supposed to be.” 

If you would like to be part of this new way of gathering at UUCSW but Saturday mornings do not work for 

you, contact me (Rev Bev), and let’s discuss some other options. 

mailto:Judithteacake@gmail.com
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 Unitarian Universalist Association Common Read 2018-2019 
The Common Read Selection Committee has announced the 2018-19 Common Read: Justice on Earth: 

People of Faith Working at the Intersections of Race, Class, and Environment, edited by Manish Mishra-

Marzetti and Jennifer Nordstrom (Skinner House Books, 2018). 

At a time when racial justice, environmental justice, and economic justice are 

seen as issues competing for time, attention, and resources, Justice on Earth 

explores the ways in which the three are intertwined. Those on the margins 

are invariably those most affected by climate disaster and environmental 

toxins. The book asks us to recognize that our faith calls us to long-haul work 

for justice for our human kin, for the Earth and for all life. It invites us to look 

at our current challenges through a variety of different perspectives, offers 

tools to equip us for sustained engagement, and proposes multiple pathways 

for follow-up action. Justice on Earth is available at inSpirit: UU Book and Gift 

Shop. A discussion guide for congregations, offering both a single session and a 

three-session format, will be available online October 1, 2018. 

Many of us found reading and discussing last year’s two Common Read selections a spiritually and 

intellectually worthwhile exercise.  If you would like to help plan for this year’s Common Read event, 

contact rev Bev at RevBevW@gmail.com or 508-330-1352 

UU’s at Lunch, Wednesday, September 12th 
The new church year is upon us, and it will be nice to meet once again for our monthly lunch outings. We 

haven’t been to the South Street Diner in quite some time, so let’s kick off the new year at this old favorite 

at 11:30 on Wednesday September 12. All are welcome, and we hope many will join us for our season 

opening gathering.  

 If you plan to meet with us, please let Mary Tribe (508-329-1646 or email:  marytribe5@gmail.com) know 

Sunday, September 9, so we can let the restaurant know of our plans. Hope to see you there. 

Terrific 2018 Matching Gift Opportunity for the UUCSW 
We want to call your attention to a wonderful matching gift program called Wake Now Our Vision, being 

offered for all UU affiliated organizations including our congregation. Designed to encourage planned 

giving, this program provides a 1:10 match to any kind of legacy giving. And the matching funds will be paid 

out next year or the year after, no matter how long it might be before the legacy gift actually happens.  So 

for example a $25,000 planned gift set up now to benefit the UUCSW will result in a $2,500 match to be 

paid to the UUCSW in the next year,  

mailto:RevBevW@gmail.com
mailto:marytribe5@gmail.com?subject=UU's%20At%20Lunch
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Legacy commitments to the UUCSW can be made through trusts or wills or via beneficiary designations on 

retirement accounts or insurance policies. This program runs until matching funds run out, which is likely 

around the end of this year 2018.  So please consider making planned giving decisions soon and so you can 

get forms submitted in 2018!   

Information and forms can be found at WakeNowOurVision.org. If you have questions or would like to talk 

more about this, please contact Bruce Hall (bruce300@gmail.com or 650-380-4675) or John Metzger 

(jkmetzger2@gmail.com or 506-868-4834). We would be happy to help you find answers to any questions 

you may have. 

Bruce Hall and John Metzger  

Church Yard Sale with baked goods 

Saturday, September 29, from 8:30-1:30. 

 
Please start setting aside gently used baby stuff (no clothes), toys, sports equipment, yard furniture, tools, 

small appliances, current, useable electronics, DVDs, and other useful items. Small furniture is wanted if it 

is in good condition and you can transport it to the church during a “take-in” time. NO CLOTHING OR 

SHOES, please. 

All donations must be clean and in good condition. Dirty and very worn items will be rejected. 

We will need volunteers to help organize donations on Thursday (evening) and Friday 9/28 from 1-8 p.m., 

and of course we’ll need plenty of helping hands during the yard sale. Watch for a sign-up genius in early 

September! Make extra baked goods and freeze them for the sale! Have questions? …comments?  Email: 

Robin Fleming: Rfleming@gmail.com Or Ann Maloney: Ann.maloney@gmail.com 

mailto:bruce300@gmail.com
mailto:jkmetzger2@gmail.com
mailto:Rfleming@gmail.com
mailto:Ann.maloney@gmail.com
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Coffee Hour Updates & Information 
Hi Everyone! 

I will be the Coffee Hour coordinator beginning September 9th!  I am busy 

putting together a new Coffee Hour sign up board for the chapel, as well as a 

Sign-up Genius option for our members and friends to sign up for the 

upcoming church calendar year.  The first two weeks of September (9th & 

16th) will be covered, but I’ll appreciate the help with coverage going forward. 

 If everyone takes a Sunday to do each of the two host activities (can 

be done all in one Sunday or partnered); we should have some great 

coverage for coffee & conversation after the worship service!  Note:  If no one signs up for goodies 

on a particular Sunday; Only coffee and tea will be provided for that Sunday. 

This year I would like to see the K.I.S.S. (Keep It Simple & Streamlined) rule applied to our coffee hour! We 

have some fabulous bakers, but not all feel that comfortable with this task, or have the time to prep for it.   

 For “goodies”- A “Rule of 2- 3” (MAX) is what should be applied when hosting.  Lighter is better...! 

The idea is something people can have with their coffee or tea- not lunch. Some suggestions- 

o A possible sweet – store bought cookies are perfectly acceptable. 

o One cut up veggie OR fruit – dip optional 

o One cut up cheese with crackers  

 For “coffee/drinks”- (UUCSW provides the coffee and teas required to be set up). 

o a pint of ½ & ½  

o milk (2% or whole)  

o Non- sugar juice 

 Also, I am looking for someone to pass on the coordinator position to support January thru June.  It 
means sending out a reminder to people who have signed up to host for a particular Sunday- and 
insuring they are aware of what they need to do, however most of our community are pros now in 

supporting this important after worship service activity.  😊 

Simple easy tasks to volunteer for (approx. 30 minutes a week), and only needed for about 4.5 

months!  😉 

Thank you in advance for your help and support this year! 

Janet Purney-Balabanis 
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New Way to Sign-Up for Online Payments (PrestoPay™) 
Our ShopWithScrip program continues to bring in money for the church and there are a small group of 

members currently signed up for Online Payments (PrestoPay). With PrestoPay, you can purchase eCards in 

minutes while shopping at your favorite stores. You get purchase power equal to the full face value of the 

eCard and the church receives a small rebate. These rebates have the potential to add up to a significant 

annual fundraiser. We are hoping more UUCSW members sign up for PrestoPay as we begin the new 

church year! 

The folks at ShopWithScrip have added a quick and easy way to sign up for Online Payments (PrestoPay). 

Now you can simply link your bank account to your ShopWithScrip account and start ordering in minutes. 

With Online Payments: 

• You’ll receive your ScripNow® eCards instantly 
• ReloadNow® funds are added to your card immediately 
• Your Reload orders process faster 
• You’ll have access to our mobile ordering website, MyScripWallet™ 
 

Ready to get started? Click here for How to Register 

Questions? Email our Scrip Coordinator (Lisa Shumway) at UUCSWscrip@gmail.com or call Sharon Barrett 

at 508-241-9353. 

Thank you! 

  

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/N2Upload/promo_tools/sws_flyers/2015/GettingStarted.pdf
mailto:UUCSWscrip@gmail.com
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September Calendar of Events 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 
9:30 AM –  
Summer Service 
 

      

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9:30 AM –  
Summer Service 
 

6:30 PM –  
UU Knits 
 

     

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
10:30 AM –
Sunday Service 
1 PM to 2 PM 
Social Justice 
Family Event 

  11:30 AM – 
UU’s at Lunch 

 

  9:30 AM 
Small Group 
Ministry 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
10:30 AM –
Sunday Service  
Noon 
Youth Group 

6:30 PM –  
UU Knits 
 

     

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
10:30 AM –
Sunday Service  

     8:30 – 1:30 

 

30 1 2 3 4 5 6 
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THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY OF 

WESTBOROUGH 

P.O. Box 544 

64 W. Main Street 

Westborough, MA 01581 

 

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONAL  
SOCIETY OF WESTBOROUGH  
Telephone: 508-366-2635  
Email: uucswestboro@verizon.net           Web Site: uucsw.org  
Minister.....................................The Reverend Beverly Waring  
Minister Emerita ............................The Reverend Cindy Frado  
Director of Religious Education...........................Cassie Lengel  
Music Director....................................................Kala Farnham 
Interim Office Assistant............................................. Erin Gold  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
John Metzger …………….......................jkmetzger2@gmail.com  
Janet Purney-Balabainis ……….…………….. janetlpb@gmail.com 
Lisa Shumway.......................................... lss0907@gmail.com  
Sharon Barrett.......................sharonkeyesbarrett@gmail.com 
Judith Nicholson………………..…...……judithteacake@gmail.com 
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES  
Treasurer............................................................Lisa Shumway   
Collector .................................................................Susie Wells  
Clerk...................................................................Robin Fleming  
Moderator ...................................................Andy Koenigsberg  
Historian........................................................ Judith Nicholson 
Membership Engagement.…………………………..Melissa Meehan  

DUE DATES 

 FOR VISTA NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
 

Announcements, suggestions, or questions? 
 

The VISTA is published monthly and submissions are 
welcome. Please email submissions to: 

Andy Koenigsberg at amk32@cornell.edu.  
Please put “VISTA” in the subject line. 

 

October Vista articles due by  

Noon, Tuesday, September 18th. 
 

For updates visit 
uucsw.org 

 

 

mailto:judithteacake@gmail.com
mailto:amk32@cornell.edu?subject=Vista

