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THIS MONTH’S WORSHIP THEME IS: 
Mystery 
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December Worship Schedule 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 2, 10:30 AM 
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Advent; What Are We Waiting For? 

For our Christian friends Advent is a time of expectant 
waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity 
of Jesus at Christmas as well as the return of Jesus at the 
second coming. But is Advent just for Christians? What can 
this time of waiting, anticipating mean for Unitarian 
Universalists? How is the symbolism of Advent relevant in 
today’s world? 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 9, 10:30 AM 
Beau Rivers preaching 

Gifts That Matter Most 

With the approach of the winter holidays we begin to 
contemplate how we might honor and celebrate the ones 
we hold dear. Media outlets inundate us with wonderful gift 
ideas that tempt our wallets with the promise of happiness. 
The seduction of consumerism is so great it often leads to 
the depletion of our financial resources. Join candidate for 
the UU ministry, Beau Rivers for this service and explore 
with her the essence of gift giving and the true meaning of 
happiness. 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 16, 10:30 AM 
Rev. Bev Waring, Beau Rivers, and all of you! 

No Rehearsal Pageant 

Join us for this special holiday service as we explore the 
traditional Christmas story in a non-traditional way. There 
will be Christmas Carols and the memorable story of a birth 
as well as sheep and cows and a few surprises. There are a 
few spoken parts that we need some of the older children 
and youth for as well as a lot of opportunity for the younger 
children and adults to participate. Join us for this fun, 
interactive, telling of an ancient story. 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 23, 10:30 AM 
Rev. Bev and Cassie Lengel 

A Family Christmas Eve 

Always wished you could experience Christmas Eve at 
UUCSW but family plans get in the way? Well, here is 
your opportunity. Although it will not be exactly like 
Christmas Eve, there will be holiday stories, both 
traditional and modern and plenty of singing and 
candle lighting too.  
 

MONDAY DECEMBER 24, 5:30 PM 
Rev. Bev Waring preaching 

Christmas Eve 

Join us for our traditional Christmas Eve service of 
story, music, carols, and candle-lighting. If you or your 
child is interesting in participating as a reader please 
contact Rev. Bev at RevBevW@gmail.com. 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 30, 10:30 AM 
With Rev. Bev and our friends and neighbors from the 
UUs of the Boroughs and the Blackstone Valley.* 

Willpower, Resolutions and New Perspectives 
Join us for this service of story, song, and rituals. What 
can Frog and Toad teach us about willpower? Is 
willpower necessary for resolutions to stick? Does the 
start of a new year really mean new ways of viewing 
old things? This service is for all ages and will include 
rituals involving both fire and water. If you or your 
child would like to help by providing live music, please 
let Rev. Bev know. 

*Rev Bev and UUCSW is collaborating with local UU 
Congregations to share this service, the Sunday 
between Christmas and New Year’s Day on a rotating 
basis. This year we are hosting at our usual time, 
10:30 a.m. 
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Briefly with Bev 
Mystery is the Soul Matters theme this month. What a great theme for December! Is it not a mystery how so 
little oil lasted for 8 nights when the Jews needed it most? Is it not a mystery how an immigrant family, forced to 
leave their home town, could find their way to warmth and safety in order to give birth to their child? It was 
certainly a mystery to early people how and why the days got shorter and colder this time of year. And it was 
always a mystery to me as a child how Santa could make it into our house since we did not have a fireplace. Yes, 
mysteries abound this time of year. How do you view the mysteries of life, the unknowns that nagged at the 
back of your mind? I offer these two pieces as possibilities. 

In Reverence Before Intangible Things by Sophia Lyon Fahs 

We gather in reverence before the wonder of life—  
The wonder of this moment  
The wonder of being together, so close yet so apart—  
Each hidden in our own secret chamber,  
Each listening, each trying to speak—  
Yet none fully understanding, none fully understood. 
We gather in reverence before all intangible things— 
That eyes see not, nor ears can detect— That hands can never touch 
that space cannot hold, and time cannot measure. 

How Does One Address a Mystery? by Gordon B McKeeman 

How does one address a mystery? 
Cautiously...Reverently...Hopefully...Quietly… 
But what shall I say? 
Anything—any anger, any hope, any fear, any joy, any request, any word that comes from the depth of being 
addressed to Being itself— 
Or, perhaps, nothing, no complaint, no request, no entreaty, no thanksgiving, no praise, no blame, no pretense 
of knowing or of not knowing. 
Simply be in the intimate presence of mystery, unashamed—unadorned—unafraid. 
And at the end say—Amen. 

Peace and Love,  

Rev. Bev Waring 
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Children and Youth Religious Education Program 
Battling Horcruxes!  

This year our 5th/6th grade RE class is participating in the program Harry and the UU, which explores the 
injustices in the world today through the lens of JK Rowling’s Harry Potter book series. November’s Horcrux 
was Poverty and we are still collecting NEW warm clothing like hats, gloves, scarves until December 2nd. 
For December we will be fighting the Child Slavery Horcrux! This month our kids will learn about a 
worldwide issue and how they can fight it with information. If you would like to help us write letters or 
sign our petition please let us know!  

Sunday Morning Programming for December:  

December 2nd - We will be having normal RE classes and the youth will begin in the Sanctuary. 

December 9th - We will be having normal RE classes and the youth will begin in the Sanctuary. 

December 16st - We will be having a special Multigenerational Service where we need the kids (and all 
those young at heart) to help us put on a play in a box!  

December 23th - This Sunday is our Congregational Sunday Multigenerational Christmas Service. 

December 30th - We will be having a Group RE and the youth will begin in the Chapel for a special children’s 
worship. 

Book Group – December 14th 
For DECEMBER, we are reading Dark Matter by Blake Crouch. Please join us. The group is 
open to all. We usually meet in members’ homes and enjoy small groups of seven to ten 
people. We enjoy some light refreshments, lively discussion, and wonderful company. You 
are welcome to attend. 

If you are planning to attend for the first time, please email: Judithteacake@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

mailto:Judithteacake@gmail.com
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Westborough Interfaith Giving Tree Program 

The annual Giving Tree program is underway! This long-standing program 
provides gifts to children in need in our local community during the holiday 
season. You'll find the tree adorned with gift tags in the Chapel after Sunday 
service. There will be helpers on hand to help you fill out the tags. Gifts 
should be wrapped, labeled with the original tag, and returned on Sunday, 
December 9th by 10:30 AM. If you have any questions, contact Jen Tolman 
at 508-735-3239 or jent11@yahoo.com. Thank you! 

UU’s at Lunch, Wednesday, December 12th 
We will meet for our holiday gathering at the Red Rock Grill on Route 140 in Upton on Wednesday, 
December 12th at 11:30. This spot has proved very popular with our group, and we have not been there in 
quite a while. People have asked for it again. All are welcome, and a good time is always had by all, so 
please, feel free join us. 

If you plan to meet with us, please let Mary Tribe (508-329-1646 or email: marytribe5@gmail.com) know by 
Saturday, December 3rd so she can make her reservations. We have to be early in December because of all 
the Christmas parties. Hope to see you there. 

UUCSW Talent Show!!!! 
Come join us on Saturday, January 5th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM at UUCSW 
(Chapel) for a great time. Pizza, drinks and desserts will be served. All talents 
are welcome….singing, comedy, hula hooping, dancing, art projects and more! 
Performances are to be 2 to 5 minutes maximum. Please sign up in the Chapel 

at coffee hour or email Melissa Meehan at melcmeehan@gmail.com. This event is sponsored by the 
Membership Engagement Team.  

Save the Date! UUCSW Birthday Bash will be on Saturday, March 3rd from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at UUCSW.  

  

mailto:jent11@yahoo.com
mailto:marytribe5@gmail.com?subject=UU's%20At%20Lunch
mailto:melcmeehan@gmail.com
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Snow Cancellation Information 
If the weather is inclement and you’re wondering if services are cancelled please 
check the following places:  
ONLINE:  

• Website: www.uucsw.org 
• Facebook (Unitarian Universalist Westborough) 
• WHDH storm center closings 
• WBZ storm center closings 

TV: WBZ, WHDH 

RADIO: WBZ 1030 AM 

PHONE: The church’s outgoing message (508-366-2635) will be changed to reflect weather-related closing. 

NOTE: As many of our congregants live in towns other than Westborough, 
please remember that we would close based on Westborough weather 
conditions only. 

Please base your own decision on the conditions in your town, your safety is the 
most important factor to consider. 

PLEASE NOTE: If you are in need of assistance due to weather, please contact 
Rev. Bev at 508-481- 5397 (h) or 508-330- 1352 (c), and she will do her best to get someone to assist you. 

http://www.uucsw.org/
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December Calendar of Events 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
25 26 27 28 29 30 1 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 
 

      

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
10:30 AM –  
Sunday Service 
 

      

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
10:30 AM –
Sunday Service 
 

  11:30 AM – 
UU’s at Lunch 

 

 7:00 PM –  
Book Group 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
10:30 AM – 
Sunday Service 
 

      

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
10:30 AM –
Sunday Service  

5:30 PM –  
Christmas Eve 
Service 

 

    

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 
10:30 AM –
Sunday Service 
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THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY OF 
WESTBOROUGH 
P.O. Box 544 
64 W. Main Street 
Westborough, MA 01581 
 

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONAL  
SOCIETY OF WESTBOROUGH  
Telephone: 508-366-2635  
Email: uucswestboro@verizon.net           Web Site: uucsw.org  
Minister.....................................The Reverend Beverly Waring  
Minister Emerita ............................The Reverend Cindy Frado  
Director of Religious Education...........................Cassie Lengel  
Music Director....................................................Kala Farnham 
Office Assistant.......................................................Elisa Scully  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
John Metzger …………….......................jkmetzger2@gmail.com  
Janet Purney-Balbanis ………….…………….. janetlpb@gmail.com 
Lisa Shumway.......................................... lss0907@gmail.com  
Sharon Barrett.......................sharonkeyesbarrett@gmail.com 
Judith Nicholson………………..…...……judithteacake@gmail.com 
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES  
Treasurer............................................................Lisa Shumway   
Collector .................................................................Susie Wells  
Clerk...................................................................Robin Fleming  
Moderator ...................................................Andy Koenigsberg  
Historian........................................................ Judith Nicholson 
Membership Engagement.…………………………..Melissa Meehan  

DUE DATES 
FOR VISTA NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 

 
Announcements, suggestions, or questions? 

 
The VISTA is published monthly and submissions are 

welcome. Please email submissions to: 
Andy Koenigsberg at amk32@cornell.edu.  

Please put “VISTA” in the subject line. 
 

January Vista articles due by  
Noon, Wednesday, December 26th. 

 

For updates visit 
uucsw.org 

 
 

 

mailto:judithteacake@gmail.com
mailto:amk32@cornell.edu?subject=Vista

